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In tro duc tion 

Do you know the dif fer -
ence be tween a rob bery and a
theft? 

Rob bers come ei ther by
day or night, but al ways when
you are awake or jolted to con -
scious ness. They take from you
in your pres ence, with your
aware ness, by force and usu ally
with vi o lence. Of ten in jury or
mur der results. 

Thieves, on the other hand come in the night or when you are away
or asleep. They take from you when you are com pletely un aware. For in -
stance a rob bery could be com pared to abor tion re sult ing in the loss of a
child, or fire caus ing the loss of goods, even your home— some thing very
ob vi ous. A theft on the other hand is more dif fi cult to link to a cause. It can
be com pared to watch ing too much tele vi sion or work ing long hours on
your job re sult ing in less and less com mu ni ca tion with your fam ily. Leth -
argy may cause poor work eth ics and a pos si ble job loss. La zi ness may re -
sult in un fin ished goals. The re sults of a theft are more ob scure and
there fore the rea son for these losses are harder to dis cern and more dif fi cult
to cor rect. 

Be tween 1940 and 1945 the Amer i can Church suf fered a theft made
more se ri ous be cause, for the most part, one was un aware we had lost any -
thing! The cul prit? In World War II, with a large por tion of men gone to
war, a ma jor seg ment of women, for the first time in his tory, en tered the
workforce and our cul ture (which pre vi ously frowned on such things) was
dra mat i cally al tered. The door opened for women to make money on their
own. They left their homes for a good part of the day, and time given to the
fam ily was swal lowed up by the in dus trial ma chine. To date this trend has



grown so that to day women serve as law yers, doc tors, sen a tors, and per -
haps even the of fice of the pres i dent, given time. 

This change has pro duced a pres ent aware ness that women are just
as ca pa ble as men in many roles, much more ca pa ble than past his tory has
al lowed. Let us rec og nize that it was the Lord Je sus Him self who first in -
cluded women in a larger way than ever be fore in his tory. It is the true prac -
tice of Chris tian ity that leads the way, en light en ing cul tures where there
has been and still is an el e ment of sup pres sion of women (i.e. the Is lamic
cul ture). (One need only to study the con di tions of women in Greece at the
time of Christ and the ex ist ing con di tions of women in var i ous op pressed
coun tries to day and see that women are some times treated lit tle better than
prop erty or cat tle.) In the life of Christ we see the birth of some thing new! 

The gos pel is ini ti ated by the sim ple, yet pro found sto ries of Eliz a -
beth and Mary. Then we read about Mary and Mar tha, ob vi ous close
friends of Je sus. There is fur ther in clu sion of Mary Mag da lene, Joanna, the 
wife of Herod’s stew ard , and Susanna (Luke 8:1 & 2). And who can for get
the woman who wiped His feet with her per fumed oint ment and hair (Mark 
14: 3-9)? The gos pel's rec og ni tion of women along side the early male dis -
ci ples is a marked change from what was con sid ered im por tant to re cord in
the Old Tes ta ment. In the New Tes ta ment there is a com po nent of value in
the women that can no lon ger be left out in full anal y sis of the mes sage of
Je sus Christ. The full ness of His char ac ter nec es sar ily in cludes the unique
qual i ties that He has placed in His daugh ters to dis play all that He is to a
dark and dy ing world. 

The word tes ti fies that Je sus is much more in char ac ter than what a
class, a na tion or a nat u ral dis tinc tion de mands. His words and deeds were
out side the es tab lished con fines of the syn a gogue, mov ing in stead into the
homes of the rich as well as the poor. We find Him preach ing on side
streets, back roads and coun try vil lages. His reach ex tended to those in jail
as well as to those in the jailer’s home. He came to His own peo ple yet
planned for the in clu sion of the Gen tiles. He came for those bro ken, cast
aside and worn out. Whom ever was drawn by the Spirit of God and re -
sponded was His only, ul ti mate con cern. And He took the time to reach out
to women and lit tle children as well as the men. 

There is nei ther Jew nor Greek, there is nei ther slave nor free, there
is nei ther male nor fe male; for you are all one in Christ Je sus. (Gal.
3:28) 

In those early days, women were sit ting and lis ten ing at the Lord’s
feet, right along side the men (Luke 23:49). They were also the first at the
tomb to wit ness His res ur rec tion. Fur ther men tion of Priscilla, Claudia,
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Lydia, Phoebe and Philip’s daugh ters, shows that the early church val ued
the role of women and hon ored them. One could say that Je sus opened the
door for women to be equally val ued with men in His body, the
church—dif fer ent func tions, but equal worth! 

And so, the stat ure of women is un de ni able in the King dom. The
ques tion is, “Could there be a de cep tion and er ror in volved when a
woman’s pri mary func tion causes them to leave their pre vi ous role in the
home? And why?” Us ing my life, this tract’s pur pose is to ad dress this
question. 

Chang ing of the Guard 

I was pre vi ously mar ried for fif teen years; most of this time I
worked at var i ous jobs, all part-time. Af ter be ing saved, I left sec u lar em -
ploy ment and de voted my self to mar riage, my home and serv ing the
church. I had no chil dren. My life style was con sis tent with Chris tian cul -
ture at that time (the six ties). Few women worked outside of the home. 

Ten years later trag edy struck and my spouse left me due to his adul -
tery which ended in our di vorce. I won’t say much about this time-frame
ex cept that it was dev as tat ing. There was up heaval of all I held dear, de -
struc tion of the “Amer i can Dream,” the nice lit tle house, the dream of lit tle
chil dren all tucked into bed, the faith ful, “Rock Hud son” hus band, etc. All
my goals were shat tered and emp ti ness left me in rub ble, a sin gle, base -
ment room of my soul. 

There is much I could share about this time and the glo ri ous work of
the Holy Spirit to bring the small seed of my life, then bur ied in the ground,
up into the sun light again and a whole new me. How ever this is not the em -
pha sis of this tract. 

I im me di ately faced the ne ces sity of find ing a full-time job and
again en ter ing the workforce—al beit some what tim idly. The Lord made a
way as He did for Ruth to find a suit able job safe in “His field” where no
one could harm. 

Then Boaz said to Ruth, “You will lis ten, my daugh ter, will you not?
Do not go to glean in an other field, nor go from here, but stay close
by my young women. Let your eyes be on the field which they reap,
and go af ter them. Have I not com manded the young men not to
touch you? And when you are thirsty, go to the ves sels and drink
from what the young men have drawn.” (Ruth 2:8 & 9) 
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And so, for 18 years I worked “in Boaz’s field.” I en joyed suc cess
with my first job (a sales clerk in a jew elry store), ad vanc ing to head of a
de part ment with many in creases of ben e fits and sal ary. I rec og nized the
Lord's di rec tion to move me to an even better job, one which led to suc cess
af ter suc cess! And ul ti mately the in ter est ing fi nale (10 years later) when
He ac tu ally brought me into my own, suc cess ful busi ness as a com -
puter-graphic de signer and type set ter. Hard work and lots of prayer, with
faith in Him, brought me out into a “broad” place. 

In all of this I most cer tainly en joyed the ben e fits of the in creased
rec og ni tion of women in the work force. I ad mire the abil ity of many of my
col leagues and do not in the least deny the abil ity of the Lord to open-up
doors even more in the cor po rate fu ture. The cre ativ ity of God knows no
bounds. Only man stays where it’s safe and thus lim its his own des tiny in
the King dom. How ever, some thing hap pened lately that has led me to write 
this tract. A great many women in ad ver tently lose some thing in this pro -
cess, that if seen, can be cor rected. The church it self has lost the vi tal role
of what women are meant to be. By hold ing on to what seemed good we
lost the best. We lost the deeper value of what it means to be a woman, and
this is not in sig nif i cant! 

The mind-set of 1945 was that pov erty and the need for more money
could now be elim i nated. Two “bread win ners” would dou ble the in come
and dou ble the ben e fits. No more would one have to “go with out.” I have
talked with sev eral peo ple di rectly in volved with this par tic u lar pro cess
and there was no thought that such a change could do any thing but im prove 
their stan dard of liv ing. The er ror has now be come ev i dent. Upon closer
anal y sis, fifty years later, we see some thing else instead—a deeper truth! 

When the men came home from war the women did not re turn to the
“nest.” In stead the greed of mar ket ing per son nel saw that a whole new area
for profit had just been cre ated: ap pli ances were de signed for the home that 
made the woman’s job eas ier, free ing her for more and more ven tures out -
side the home. Wash ing ma chines, can-open ers, and vac uum clean ers are
all won der ful. But do we need ALL these gad gets?! Now, as a re sult of this
pro cess, chil dren no lon ger come home for home-baked cook ies; they have 
boxed ones in stead. No one stays home with the chil dren with an op por tu -
nity to teach and in ter act; baby-sit ters and daycare cen ters thrive and TV is
“king” — “Big Bird and Mr. Rog ers.” No par ent/friend wait ing at the end
of the school day; in stead the guid ance coun selor or even worse: drugs, al -
co hol, sex, lack of un der stand ing, or crime. Now we can rec og nize that the
money prob lem was n’t solved at all. In stead we have cre ated many new
prob lems. Chil dren grow up and carry guns to school, “blow ing their fel -
low class mates away.” And why? 
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The Heist 

There never seems to be enough time or money to sat isfy man kind.
Why do we spend money for that which does n’t sat isfy? 

Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for
what does not sat isfy? Lis ten dil i gently to Me, and eat what is good,
and let your soul de light it self in abun dance. (Is. 55: 2) 

Why does more money only in crease our ap pe tite for money? Why
does in crease in sug ary des serts in crease our ap pe tite for des sert? More
and more avail abil ity of nice de signer clothes fills our clos ets to over flow -
ing, end ing in ga rage sales and Sal va tion Army give aways. Why does our
need for more in crease and in crease and go on increasing? 

The ul ti mate cul prit of this “heist” is the de sire or lust in our flesh
for more; the de sire for things, power, con trol, and free dom, all be fore the
de sire for the King dom and its King and the de sire to live the way He wants 
us to, dy ing to our selves—giv ing life to oth ers. The devil will take op por -
tu nity of any loop hole in our flesh he can find be it fear, in se cu rity, pov erty, 
want, van ity, con trol, power, etc. Our flesh is his only “land ing ground.”
We are in a war for the earth. Liv ing in the Spirit is the “tank” through the
bat tle field, that will con quer the en emy’s ground and bring us into real life,
the “prom ised land.” But first, we have to elim i nate the ground the en emy
has in our own soul be fore we can take back the ground of the King dom. 

There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of
death. (Pr. 14:12) 

For what is a man prof ited if he gains the whole world and loses his
own soul? Or what will a man give in ex change for his soul? (Mt.
16: 26) 

For who ever de sires to save his life will lose it, but who ever loses
his life for My sake will save it. (Lk. 9:24) 

Re cent cir cum stances of my life have opened to me new un der stand -
ing. Af ter 18 years of sol i tude the Lord has brought me into a re la tion ship
with a new hus band, a won der ful, faith ful man, who, aside from be ing the
per fect per son to bal ance all that I am, is also a great pro vider. This and
other mi rac u lous events brought me to a place of be ing rel a tively safe fi -
nan cially. I no lon ger “have” to work to survive. 

My new home is all that I could ever want on this earth and the mea -
ger years have been swal lowed up just as the Lord prom ises to all that are
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faith ful to fol low Him first. All things are be ing added just as I had trusted
Him all those years. He is faith ful. 

Just as I was in the days of my prime . . . when my steps were bathed
in cream, and the rock poured out rivers of oil for me! (Job 29: 4-6) 

And so (as ton ished) here I am in this “won der land” won der ing,
“What is it Lord that You want from Your ser vant now?” I re cently turned
down an ex cel lent job of fer. Why? Be cause the Lord wants me to see some -
thing won der ful that’s more valu able than money and He wants me to share 
that with you. Mam mon can keep you from buy ing what’s eter nal! A job
can bring in more money but steal your time. These are pre cious things that 
money can not buy: 

• More time for prayer and in ter ces sion for oth ers (our hus band, chil -
dren, church, com mu nity, coun try, and world wide needs) 

• More time to do a lot of good works 

• Time to lis ten to re ceive the Lord’s mes sages and give to the church
(proph esy) 

• Time to men tor youn ger women 

• Time to talk on the phone to neigh bors and friends; deep en ing re la -
tion ships—di vine ap point ments 

• Time to re late to neigh bors in a very mean ing ful way 

• Time for moms to give to the fam ily and their hus bands 

• Time to step back into the Spirit in the midst of the daily rou tine and
the tyr anny of dis trac tions 

If I had chil dren, the list would be even lon ger and more sig nif i cant.
A loss of the mother in the home to the fu ture of Amer ica and the church is
hard to grasp fully, but it is not ir re triev able. Noth ing is past re demp tion to
our Lord. He has a di vine plan. He will alert us to our wom anly sen si tiv ity
right where we are, be it job or home, and give wis dom by His Spirit, as to
how to re deem what we have lost! 

Through my cir cum stances I now re al ize we have been “thieved” of
the women’s great est role in the body of Christ. 

. . . And let us con sider one an other in or der to stir up love and good
works, not for sak ing the as sem bling of our selves to gether, as is the
man ner of some, but ex hort ing one an other, and so much the more
as you see the Day ap proach ing. (Heb. 10:24&25) 

Our cul ture in 21st cen tury Amer ica is “rush, rush, rush; push, push,
push, buy, buy, buy!” We are ei ther ex tremely am bi tious as we give in, or
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ex tremely le thar gic as we “cop-out.” This past Christ mas hol i day I lost
track of how many peo ple I heard say that there had to be some way to sim -
plify things. It is way out of hand. 

We are bom barded with com mer cials, bill boards, “sight” mar ket ing 
in the malls and su per mar kets, tele vi sion. The stan dard of liv ing sky rock -
ets higher and higher. Cov et ing in Amer ica is of much shorter du ra tion
since lust is grat i fied swifter than ever be fore: if you want it, charge it!
Greed and lust have less and less bounds. And the “silken chains” get
stron ger and stronger. 

A friend once said to me, “How many clothes are enough clothes?
How many shoes are enough shoes, etc.?” Even food! How much food is
enough food, “O, Amer ica!” Ten years ago obe sity marked one in ev ery
nine per sons. To day (2001), it is one in five. One only needs to go to the
malls and their “food courts” in Amer ica to see and un der stand! 

To date, chil dren have to have ev ery toy that is ad ver tised! Moth ers
put their chil dren in daycare cen ters to go to work—among other things, to
es sen tially af ford all the gad gets for their homes, the toys, the elec tronic
games! What hor ri ble fruit are we go ing to reap, if not al ready? 

You may be lieve that I am ad vo cat ing women to leave the work
force. Not nec es sar ily. Though I do be lieve that if pos si ble, es pe cially for
moth ers, this op tion should be con sid ered. You might think that I am ad vo -
cat ing not tak ing ad van tage of all the tech no log i cal ad vance ments. I am
not. I am ad vo cat ing the de crease and dis ci pline of our lust for things! As
al ways mam mon and God war for our souls; the de sire for things is de plet -
ing what and who we are in God as women in the body of Christ! Our de -
sire for things pushes our selves and our hus bands to earn more and more. It 
is time to con sider be ing sat is fied with less and be com ing more avail able
for the Lord and His king dom. 

The poor could say, “This does n’t ap ply to me.” How ever cov et ing
and greed also ex ist in ghet tos where it breeds rob bery, drugs, and al co hol
abuse. Not re al iz ing that the Amer i can dream of “pos sess ing ev ery thing” is 
in re al ity a myth, we go end lessly on try ing to achieve that goal or hope -
lessly give-up and lie in a dark pud dle of bit ter ness and self pity, an gry with
all those who seem to “have it made.” God's word says: 

Lis ten, my be loved breth ren: “Has God not cho sen the poor of this
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the king dom which He prom -
ised to those who love Him? . . .” (Ja. 2: 5) 

What does this mean? There is a better way: 
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But seek first the king dom of God and His righ teous ness, and all
these things shall be added to you. (Mt. 6: 33) 

The weap ons against ma te ri al ism, lust and greed are godly dis ci -
pline and con tent ment which are de vel oped by the Holy Spirit of our Lord
Je sus Christ in His kingdom. 

. . . but god li ness with con tent ment is great gain. 

For we have brought noth ing into this world, and it is cer tain we can 
carry noth ing out. 

And hav ing food and cloth ing, with these we shall be con tent. 

But those who de sire to be rich fall into temp ta tion and a snare, and 
into many fool ish and harm ful lusts which drown men in de struc tion
and per di tion. 

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some
have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced them -
selves through with many sor rows. (1 Tim. 6:6-10) 

Ful fill ing a Woman’s Des tiny 

Here is a story from a sis ter in the church. She and her twin sis ter had 
an Aunt An nie. One day the sis ter re ceived a “word” from a vis it ing
prophet who did not know her. He proph e sied that she had an Aunt An nie
whom she was to go and see. This was in deed the truth, and she called my
friend who re layed the tale to me. They de cided to re spond to the proph esy
and called a rel a tive who would know if Aunt An nie was still liv ing. She
was, and liv ing in a nearby nurs ing home. The two sis ters trav eled to the
nurs ing home and vis ited their aunt who by now was se nile and did not
even rec og nize them. They spoke sooth ing words to her and sang hymns.
They had no vi a ble proof that their visit ac com plished any thing, and they
left. How ever, weeks later, the nurs ing home called and asked what in the
world they had done! For since their visit, Aunt An nie had very no tice ably
changed. Whereas she had pre vi ously stayed to her self in her room talk ing
to no one, now she trav eled up and down the cor ri dor, chat ting away, bring -
ing cheer wher ever she went. This is no co in ci dence. The power of the
Spirit of God is be yond all that we could ask or think. The prayers of the
two sis ters, through the power of the Holy Spirit, ac com plished much! And 
the ev i dence of His power was be ing man i fest! 

God’s Work is Alive: 

In like man ner also, that the women adorn them selves in mod est ap -
parel, with pro pri ety and mod er a tion, not with braided hair or gold

8



or pearls or costly cloth ing (only). . . but, which is proper for women 
pro fess ing god li ness, with good works . . . (1 Tim. 2:9-10) 

. . . well re ported for good works: if she has brought up chil dren, if
she has lodged strang ers, if she has washed the saints’ feet, if she
has re lieved the af flicted, if she has dil i gently fol lowed ev ery good
work. (1 Tim. 5:10) 

Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give,
will ing to share, stor ing up for them selves a good foun da tion for the
time to come, that they may lay hold on eter nal life. (1 Tim. 6:18-19) 

Re mind them to be sub ject to rul ers and au thor i ties, to obey, to be
ready for ev ery good work (Ti tus 3: 1) 

This is a faith ful say ing, and these things I want you to af firm con -
stantly, that those who have be lieved in God should be care ful to
main tain good works . . . (Ti tus 3: 8) 

And let our peo ple also learn to main tain good works, to meet ur -
gent needs . . . (Ti tus 3: 14) 

. . . in all things show ing your self to be a pat tern of good works; in
doc trine show ing in teg rity, rev er ence, in cor rupt ibil ity . . . (Ti tus 2:
2) 

. . . teach ing us that, de ny ing un god li ness and worldly lusts, we
should live so berly, righ teously, and godly in the pres ent age. (Ti tus
2: 12) 

. . . who gave Him self for us, that He might re deem us from ev ery
law less deed and pu rity for Him self. His own spe cial peo ple, zeal -
ous for good works. (Ti tus 2: 14) 

Why are we so blind? There is so much in good works that is taken
from us when we be come caught up with goals and de sires in the ma te ri al -
is tic realm. On the other hand God, in His king dom, has made women to
have ten der, sen si tive hearts to see into oth ers lives and lift up the down -
hearted, the wounded, the weary and the lost. 

Now gather your self in troops, O daugh ter of troops . . . . (Mi cah 5:
1) 

An army of Love! Noth ing can de feat God’s love and the ser vants
wield ing it. We have be come cal lused and side tracked. Our taste buds have
eaten at so many dif fer ent ta bles we can no lon ger taste or see the full ness
of what He has set right be fore our eyes. 
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So how do we gain back the ground that lack of time and money
have sto len from us? What can be done in the pres ent re al ity? We have al -
ready pur chased more than we need. We have as pired higher and higher on
that lad der of ma te ri al ism that was held out to us. Is there any way back? 

Of course there is. All things are pos si ble in Christ Je sus! The an -
swer lies in our faith and in the power of God to pro vide for us. We must
put to death lust and greed for more things, and pri or i tize our needs ac cord -
ing to the wis dom from above, not ac cord ing to what is con stantly be ing
fed to us through the dif fer ent me dia. Would it be so ter ri ble for moth ers to
re turn to their homes? How much better to sim plify our life styles in stead
and fo cus on those things that are more en dur ing and more worth -
while—our chil dren, our hus band, our friends and neigh bors . . . peo ple,
not things. 

The An ti dote 

Let me share some ex am ples from my own life con cern ing the abil -
ity of the Lord to pro vide. 

Over thirty years ago, just be fore I came to know the Lord, I was
work ing as a wait ress in a lo cal res tau rant. I was young, strong and
self-con fi dent. As my newly saved sib ling and his wife were pray ing for
me, I was brought to my knees with a sud den ill ness. I lost my job and my
hus band took me to sev eral doc tors. They de scribed my ill ness in many dif -
fer ent ways (one anal y sis sug gested mul ti ple-scle ro sis). At any rate, I was
left in a very hum ble state, no job and feel ing very iso lated. I re mem ber
lay ing in the bath tub filled with very warm wa ter, and drink ing a brandy to
steady my nerves, think ing, “Will any one be at my fu neral and who will
care?” I was n’t won der ing just about death. Rather, I was con cerned that no 
one would care. I was feeling ill and isolated. 

Through many cir cum stances, I en tered into a very real re la tion ship
with the Lord Je sus. I re mem ber be ing at my brother's home shortly af ter
my “cry for help.” Here I prayed, “Lord, Je sus, I don’t know who you are
or what you’ve done, but please, I give you all my life; please help me.” I
prayed this be cause of a vi sion I had just had as my brother was pray ing, of
the Lord off in a dis tance, talk ing with sev eral men and look ing at a scroll
in His hand. He turned to me in the vi sion and said sim ply, “Claudia.”
That’s all it took. The Lord of the uni verse knew me! My life was changed. 

The years that fol lowed saw many mi rac u lous an swers in my re la -
tion ship with Je sus. I re mem ber once my hus band had in vited four of our
neigh bors over to din ner. We only had about a cup and a half of mac a roni
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and a half a pound of cheese in the house. I de spaired. But in my newly kin -
dled faith, I laid hands on the cheese and mac a roni and thought of the mul -
ti pli ca tion of the loaves and fish and asked the Lord to mul ti ply in the same
way. I felt to break the cheese up into lit tle pieces as the Lord had done. The 
lit tle piece of cheese be came a large pile un der my knife. I con tin ued with
the rec ipe and ended up with enough mac a roni and cheese for the com pany
and had left overs! 

In those very early days of my walk, I de vel oped over twenty warts
on my hands. I prayed. All the warts “grew” away. They were gone! No
doc tors; no med i cine. This led me to faith in heal ing from my symp toms of
mul ti ple scle ro sis. It took a year and a half, but the ill ness left, no doc tors
and no medicine. 

Dur ing that same time frame, af ter be ing out of work for a few
months, I prayed for money; I be lieved for a spe cific sum of money. Very
shortly I re ceived the ex act sum of money in the mail, money that was “due
to me” from my last job which I knew noth ing about. I will never for get
how God an swered me. 

There were years of tri als used as re fine ment of my char ac ter. One
win ter we had no money and an empty fuel tank to heat the house. We went
down and laid hands on the gas tank and that tank’s gauge stayed where it
was for over a month un til the money came in (an other 30 days or more) for 
new fuel. 

On an other oc ca sion, we had no money to cel e brate Christ mas. I did
not want to crit i cize my hus band, so I prayed. When in prayer, I hap pened
to men tion to the Lord that I would like to have just three lit tle can dles for
the three win dows in our fam ily room, at the time. Do you know what? My
hus band came home very re pen tant about not sav ing money for Christ mas.
He said that to make sure it did n’t hap pen again he had gone into a bank
and opened up a Christ mas sav ings club. How ever, they did n’t have one for 
$20 dol lars a week like he had wanted. But they of fered him all they had
left, one for $10 and two for $5, in stead of one for $20. A can dle was of -
fered for each of the sav ings clubs. In this way he ended up with three in -
stead of one; he ended up with three can dles in stead of one . . . the ex act
num ber of can dles that I had prayed for! God was show ing me that He was
listening and how He cared for me. 

Thir teen years later, I was di vorced and found my self in dire fi nan -
cial straights. Be cause of the Lord’s won der ful grace, He re stored a love
for draw ing that had been la tent in me for the past years. An anoint ing man -
i fested which im proved the skill dra mat i cally, over night. I made ex tra
money draw ing for many dif fer ent cli ents. I also man aged to live mi rac u -
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lously; with the guid ance of the Holy Spirit I lived on $12.50 per week for
gro cer ies in 1993. Once I longed to just have a lit tle fur ni ture on my back
porch to en joy the view and re lax. That next week I spied fur ni ture laid
along side the road to be thrown out. I pulled over very quickly and
scavangered it all. A lit tle paint and fuss goes a long, long way in the
Kingdom! 

I learned to up hol ster fur ni ture, sew and mend clothes. (The poor be -
come rich in faith; and my faith grew and grew.) 

Some years later I re ceived a 1984 Toy ota Ter cel from an in her i -
tance. I main tained this ve hi cle for many years, well be yond its nor mal life
and re gard less of how many times peo ple told me it was fin ished! That car
is serv ing a sin gle girl to day who cher ishes it as much as I did. 

I learned to shop well, use sales and bar gains, and took good care of
what I had. I mended what was torn, glued what was bro ken (even shoes). I
prayed and then saw dis carded items that could be fixed. I mended. I main -
tained. 

Main tain! I know women who throw out a gar ment that has a sim ple 
torn seam and they buy new rather than to learn how easy it is to mend! Buy 
a sim ple ma chine. There are some sew ing ma chines for un der a hun dred
dol lars that will save much more than they cost. Or form a cloth ing ex -
change with friends, per haps within the church. Chil dren out grow cloth ing
too fast to wear it out. 

God does not throw us out when we are bro ken. He fixes what is
worn; He re stores what is old. God has no an tiques. His life re news us into
a wealth of wis dom for the gen er a tion com ing just be hind us. There is so
much more cre ativ ity in God than we are us ing. Is n’t He wonderful?! 

God is not nec es sar ily say ing to live a life of aus ter ity. He is not say -
ing that we will never pos sess a nice home. Rather He is say ing: 

Com mand those who are rich in this pres ent age not to be haughty,
nor to trust in un cer tain riches but in the liv ing God, who gives us
richly all things to en joy. Let them do good, that they be rich in good
works, ready to give, will ing to share . . . (1 Tim. 6:17-18) 

But seek first the king dom of God and His righ teous ness, and all
these things shall be added to you (Mt. 6: 33) 

Now to Him who is able to do ex ceed ingly abun dantly above all that
we ask or think, ac cord ing to the power that works in us. (Eph. 3:
20) 
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As sur edly, I say to you , there is no one who has left house or broth -
ers or sis ters or fa ther or mother or wife or chil dren or lands, for My 
sake and the gos pel’s, who shall not re ceive a hun dred fold now in
this time—houses and broth ers and sis ters and moth ers and chil -
dren and lands, with per se cu tions—and in the age to come, eter nal
life. (Mk. 10: 29 & 30) 

Our lives are not for our selves; they are for Him, ves sels to show His 
glory—let ters of God to a loved-starved earth. In deed, one of the names of
God is Je ho vah Jireh, our Pro vider. And He gives to His be loved even in
our sleep! 

Many peo ple in the church who seem so ma ture, so pure, so blessed,
so far out of the black hole that you are now in, were also in a sim i lar state a
short time ago. They are sim ply far ther down the path than you are and
meant to serve as ex am ples. “Fol low me, as I fol low Christ. I don’t have all
the an swers, but I know where I can get them.” Get ahold of one of these
women. Ask them. They un der stand. They know how. They will come
along side and make sure you make it, with the help of the Holy Spirit; they 
are the Lord’s hands, His eyes, His voice. 

It does n’t ever be come eas ier, but we do get stron ger and stron ger in
Him. And it will not stop un til the last trum pet has been blown. These hard
times are the birthing rooms for our faith! Faith is the gift of God for sal va -
tion. But it is also the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Faith is a gift to tally di vine.
But it is also the fruit of Our Lord’s char ac ter form ing and grow ing in side.
(It is the only trait that ap pears as both a gift and a fruit.) 

. . . how much more will He clothe you, O you of lit tle faith? (Lk.
12:28) 

He shall have what ever he says . . . what ever things you ask when
you pray, be lieve that you re ceive them, and you will have them.
(Mk. 11:24) 

. . . if you have the faith as a mus tard seed, you will say to this moun -
tain, “Move from here to there.” and it will move; and noth ing will
be im pos si ble for you. (Mt. 17:20) 

. . . you will ask what you de sire, and it shall be done for you. (Jn.
15:7) 

Nev er the less, when the Son of Man co mes, will He re ally find faith
on the earth? (Lk. 18:8) 

Too many peo ple and cir cum stances steal our dreams! Don’t let any -
one steal your dreams in Him. Dev ils do not cast doubt on things they do
not be lieve in but on things they do. This is what con sti tutes the “fight of
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faith.” The ad ver sary (for his own ends) seeks to make it dif fi cult for us to
be lieve what he thor oughly be lieves him self! The en emy works to keep us
from see ing what are ob vi ous truths. 

Faith, rooted deep in God, ig nores the years and hu man weak ness
and cries a loud, “Amen,” to the stag ger ing prom ises. Faith’s op er a tion is
less spec tac u lar than any other gift. It is man i fested of ten se cretly, si lently,
over long pe ri ods, but none the less surely and mi rac u lously. 

Have faith in God (Mk. 11:22) 

Fa nat i cism kills faith! 

“Name it and claim it.” This doc trine kills. Why? Plac ing such em -
pha sis on emo tion as a foun da tion only leads to fail ure. When we make
loud claims from the word of God with out hav ing ac tu ally heard or been
led by the Holy Spirit, we are in dan ger of de mand ing from and try ing to
con trol our Fa ther God! When there is no an swer, faith be comes dim mer
than it was at the be gin ning. This kills our faith and the faith of those
around us. It is ab so lutely es sen tial to have a close walk and know the Lord
in ti mately. Je sus does n’t line up with our agenda. We must know what He
is say ing and what He is do ing in our life and line up with that! 

Faith is the es sence of things hoped for, the sub stance of things not
seen. (Heb. 11:1) 

We stand as light en ing rods in earth’s fields and we choose to be -
lieve against all odds. Our faith in op er a tion splits the heav ens and al lows
the swift ef fect of God’s plans to be ful filled. We have so much to learn . . .
so much to be lieve . . . so much yet to be birthed. 

Con clu sion 

And so what was the thief? The mar ket ing that said we had to just
work harder and earn more money; let the women work in the job mar ket,
as well, to at tain all the things we were made to be lieve were es sen tial to
liv ing “the good life.” 

I tell you Hell is where the “good life” came from! We need to learn
to hate sin and see where it co mes from. It al ways looks and feels and tastes 
good. That’s the point. It says “me” first. Je sus says the very op po site,
“Him, first; oth ers, first!” 

Faith is the an swer to re stor ing God’s plans for women, women with
time to ful fill the call to good works. The thought to sup port oth ers, the
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thought for that lit tle note in the mail, the time to spend that ex tra mo ment
with the phone call, that neigh borly need, even now, be ing aware of the
coworker on the job. A din ner cooked for the ill. An of fer to baby-sit. A
smile, a ten der word . . . love. 

The church has suf fered the loss of one of the big gest evan ge lis tic
tools it has. I call it “back-porch Chris tian ity.” When the women are less
bur dened, they can be a pow er ful, pow er ful force in the Kingdom. 

I never had the time for all those lit tle, but time-con sum ing good
works be fore I left the “work-force.” I re sented ev ery phone call to chat,
even if it could have been a di vinely ap pointed op por tu nity to help a sis ter
or (God help me) to reach out to a neigh bor. I worked 40 to 60 hours a week 
and was very im por tant to those I served. But I never felt I had the time to
say an ex tra long hello to the gro cer clerk or give her an en cour ag ing word
from the Lord. I never took that ex tra half hour or so to stop over next door
and see how they were do ing; or take time out to visit the sick. Lord, help
us; how are we go ing to visit the sick if we are too busy? I was too busy to
LOVE peo ple! 

But now at long last (thank God for His work in my life), af ter re -
cently see ing a need, I or ga nized a neigh bor hood “cov ered dish.” At first
there were mixed re sponses. But af ter the first time even the es tranged
bach e lor in the neigh bor hood, who took a bit of coax ing . . . was the first to
vol un teer for the next get to gether. Peo ple were lit er ally starved for what
the mod ern world has kept from them: “back-porch Chris tian ity,” time to
get to know your neigh bors! I need to say it again. Peo ple are starved for
love, God’s love through His peo ple. This is for got ten evan ge lism. It could
seem im pos si ble that in this day of so much af flu ence, such a thing could be 
left out. But it is. Hands on and touch is miss ing. The woman’s touch is
miss ing for it has been sto len from the church! Women, can we hear the
Holy Spirit even now? 

That’s what women are made for—lit tle things, com pas sion ate, sup -
port ive, ab so lutely es sen tial, hands-on car ing things . . .That’s who we are
in Christ; or better, who He is in us! There are many cre atively dif fer ent
ways, but the same un der ly ing cur rent. The value of wom an hood! We are
more sen si tive to oth ers be cause He made us to be like Him in that. We
can’t rest un til we help oth ers. 

I would rather not have any other ma te rial im prove ment to my
home. I am will ing to make do with what I al ready have, than have my hus -
band spend hours and hours of his time at work mak ing money to pro vide
for such things. I pre fer less, en abling him to spend more and more time do -
ing ser vice and work for the church and for the Lord. I be lieve the Lord
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would have all of us spend less time and money on our selves and spend that 
time on ef fort to wards His goals, His agen das. 

“You looked for much, but in deed it came to lit tle; and when you
brought it home, I blew it away, Why?” says the Lord of Hosts, “Be -
cause of My house that is in ru ins, while ev ery one of you runs to his
own house.” (Haggai 1:9) 

It can’t be em pha sized enough. O that we (men and women com -
bined) would give up seek ing fi nan cial gain and in stead take a lesser job
that would give us less money but more time to wards de vel op ing His goals
in the church and His king dom. It is wise to stop buy ing things that even tu -
ally end up out dated, un used and in a ga rage sale! I know of a church that
has cov e nanted to gether to do so. They are tak ing less ad vance ments fi nan -
cially in or der to have more time for the Lord’s work. Just like the fish er -
men Je sus called away from their nets! What King dom ad vances would we
have to make to hear Him say, “Well done, my good and faithful servant?” 

Women need not give up their jobs. Nev er the less, we have to re -
mem ber what we have over looked. The godly wife de scribed in Prov erbs
31 shows that you can work be yond the ba sic home struc ture and still have
a heart to un der gird your fam ily’s needs. This woman does it all! (Not
many of us are like her.) We don’t have to do it all, but we can de cide to in -
clude time for the kids, time for the hus band, time for the neigh bor, and not
to for get, time to med i tate with the Lord. Per haps it is not the amount of
time that’s so im por tant as much as—by the wis dom of the Lord, in ge -
niously, cre atively, mi rac u lously—good works from a good heart. We can
do it all in Him and re deem what was sto len. 

Learn to shop wisely. Learn when and where the sales are. Don’t
nec es sar ily shop at Christ mas time when prices are high. Think ahead.
Don’t throw out torn cloth ing. Learn to sew a hem, fix a tear and mend.
Main tain a piece of fur ni ture: keep it clean; paint the old; or per haps
reupholster; know the value of glue. Check yard sales and the Sal va tion
Army. Use magic mark ers, stain sticks for faded spots; be cre ative. Do with 
an old car and save for the fu ture. We don’t have to have the lat est. Ig nore
the mar ket ing that wants you to keep up with the Jones’. If you don’t see it,
you won’t feed it. If you don’t feed it, you won’t need it. 

There are gifts of the Spirit to be re leased to the church, gifts of heal -
ing, mir a cles, etc. Let us have faith and pay the price nec es sary to ex er cise
them. Don’t give into the mar ket ing trends. Be a Chris tian, em brac ing the
cross! 

Fi nally, I urge all of us to re al ize the su perb power in com pas sion
and good works, and how work out side the home (be cause of ma te ri al ism)
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has sto len so much from the body of Christ. Let us dil i gently as pire to do
and be all that we are called to in Him. 

Now gather your self in troops, O daugh ter of troops . . . . (Mi cah 5:
1) 

The most pow er ful army of all is His army of LOVE! The gates of
hell can not pre vail. In Christ, our Lord! Amen. 

Ep i logue:

In Pres i dent George W. Bush’s In au gu ral (Jan u ary 2001), Frank lin
Gra ham, hav ing been asked to pray, stood to the po dium and asked for give -
ness from God for Amer ica’s sin of “Ma te ri al ism.” 
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