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God is so good in many dif fer ent ways when He dem on strates to
us who He is. Today we will be go ing over two of those as pects
as Je sus starts this mono logue in the gos pel of John chap ter ten. 

We've been there be fore but this is a lit tle dif fer ent take on it, know ing
the Shep herd's voice and the voice of God:

John 10: 1 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not en ter
the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other way . . .

 There are al ways peo ple try ing to find a short cut.

“. . . the same is a thief and a rob ber.

 They are not hon est. The best way of go ing into a room is through 
the front door.

2 “But he who en ters by the door is the shep herd of the sheep. 3 To 
him the door keeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he
calls his own sheep by name . . .

 You and me. You are a child of God. 

“. . . and leads them out. 4 And when he brings out his own sheep,
he goes be fore them;

 He does n't push them out.

“. . . and the sheep fol low him, for they know his voice. 5 Yet they
will by no means fol low a stranger, but will flee from him, for
they do not know the voice of strang ers.” 6 Je sus used this il lus -
tra tion, but they did not un der stand the things which He spoke to
them.

In ter est ingly, when I read that, I said, “Yeah that's re ally true. I
have a re la tion ship with my God where I can hear the voice of God.”
But when He was speak ing this to His dis ci ples, there were those who
did not know His voice, at least in the way He wanted them to. Think
about it. In this scene Ju das was one of the twelve! So this is n't just a
proc la ma tion of who the chil dren of God should be, ones who hear His
voice. Rather, He gives the re spon si bil ity to the hear ing and know ing
the voice of God to you and me, not just be cause He is there. It is be -
cause we prac tice to know He is there. That is so, when we come to hear 
the en emy’s voice, we have prac ticed to know the dif fer ence be tween
his voice and our Lord’s.
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We’ve talked about the en emy com ing to bring fear. We sang the
song this morn ing, “Im no lon ger a slave to fear.” But this morn ing the
Lord showed me the en emy is afraid of us, you and me! He is afraid of
the chil dren of God! “Re ally? The en emy is afraid? He has fear?” The
Lord said to me, “Yes. Think about it. Who is the best one to be able to
put fear on you and the chil dren of God? The en emy. So how could he do 
that un less he knows fear him self! He is afraid, him self. And when you
pray, he is afraid of your prayer be cause the power of the Holy Spirit
puts him in his place, un der the feet of Je sus.” Yeah, that is good to
know. I used to have a vi sion and an un der stand ing that the en emy is all
pow er ful and he is so pride ful that noth ing can touch him. That’s just
not true. He can be touched and he can be touched by the prayers of the
saints! Amen. It is true. 

Je sus goes on to say He is the Good Shep herd, not just any shep -
herd but He is the Good Shep herd:

7 Then Je sus said to them again, “Most as sur edly, I say to you, I
am the door of the sheep.

 There is just no other way.

 8 “All who ever came be fore Me are thieves and rob bers, but the
sheep did not hear them.

 It is our re spon si bil ity to turn off our ears when we don’t hear the
Lord. 

9 “I am the door. If any one en ters by Me, he will be saved . . .

  You are saved.

“. . . and will go in and out and find pas ture. 10 The thief does not
come ex cept to steal, and to kill, and to de stroy.

 That’s what a thief does. The Holy Spirit does n’t do that. God
does n’t do that. The peo ple of God don’t do that. His army does
not do that. The en emy does. Je sus says:

“I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it
more abun dantly. 

 A good abun dance, not a mea ger abun dance, not one that just gets 
you by where you can keep up with the Jones’s, but an abun -
dance. The en emy does not want you to be abun dant in your
prayers, es pe cially your prayers. When the enemy co mes, how do
we bat tle but through our prayers! And we know that the saints
are join ing us also. We know the power of bap tism that He has
res ur rected us from the dead.
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11 “I am the good shep herd. The good shep herd gives His life for
the sheep.

 There is noth ing He won’t do for you. 
12 “But a hire ling, . . .

 And we talked about that last Sunday. There is one who is a mer -
chant, try ing to make a deal. 

“. . . is he who is not the shep herd, one who does not own the
sheep, . . .

 There is an own er ship in volved in the Lord and our lives. It is not
that we are just chil dren of God. He owns us! He owns us be cause
we know His voice and we prac tice know ing His voice. He owns
us be cause we are com pletely de voted to Him. It is not own er ship
through money or gold and sil ver. It is own er ship by the very
blood of Christ that has saved us from sin that we might be able to
fel low ship with Fa ther God. 

“. . . one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf com ing and
leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and
scat ters them.

 Who scat ters the sheep? The en emy does. Who is the one who is
in volved in all the church splits, all the gos sip and crit i cism? The
en emy. It is not you, not a leader, not a new char is matic per son. It
is the en emy who does these things. Je sus says He is the Good
Shep herd. 
13 “The hire ling flees be cause he is a hire ling and does not care
about the sheep. 14 I am the good shep herd; and I know My
sheep,. . .

 He knows you. Do you know how I know that? Dur ing the last
out pour ing of the Spirit, it was so clear to me as peo ple were com -
ing for ward for prayer and teams of us would pray. As we were
pray ing for this one girl the Holy Spirit was mov ing. You can tell
when He is mov ing in a per son. We were not pray ing for the Holy
Spirit to come. We were pray ing for the Holy Spirit to move in us. 
That is ex actly what He was do ing dur ing the last re newal. The
Spirit would come on so pow er fully. Do you re mem ber this?! I
would be em bar rassed be cause I would know that per son more
than she would think. All of her fears, all of the stuff that she
would be go ing through, I would per son ally, some how su per nat -
u rally, by the Holy Spirit, know and un der stand and could proph -
esy to her. A cou ple of times I had to back away tell ing my self
that I did n’t want to know any one to that de gree! I did n’t want to
get that close to peo ple. But the Lord said, “Sorry. That’s your
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job. It’s what I made you to be.” He calls ev ery one of us to be a
shep herd with Him. The hire ling flees be cause he a hire ling and
does not care about the sheep. He says, “I am the Good Shep -
herd.”

“ . . . and am known by My own. 15 As the Fa ther knows Me, . . .
 Can it be any closer than that? 

“. . . even so I know the Fa ther; and I lay down My life for the
sheep. 16 And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them
also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; . . . 

 So they hear the voice of God.

“. . . and there will be one flock and one shep herd. 
 When the day co mes when peo ple are re ally lis ten ing to the voice

of God in stead of their own hearts and the voice of the mer chants
and the hire ling, you will see the Body of Christ like you have
never seen it be fore. Be cause they will know. There is a “know -
ing” in volved. The Spirit will show ev ery one how fool ish they
have been in their rit u als.
17 “There fore My Fa ther loves Me, be cause I lay down My life
that I may take it again. 18 No one takes it from Me, . . .

 That’s why on the cross He said, “Into Your hands I com mit My
Spirit.” The en emy did not kill Je sus.

“. . . but I lay it down of My self. I have power to lay it down, and I
have power to take it again. This com mand I have re ceived from
My Fa ther.”
19 There fore there was a di vi sion again among the Jews be cause
of these say ings. 20 And many of them said, “He has a demon and
is mad. Why do you lis ten to Him?”
21 Oth ers said, “These are not the words of one who has a demon. 
Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”

The Shep herd Knows His Sheep

We be gin to see that there is an idea that is pre sented here that is
con trary to some of the other scrip tures we might know, that it is the
char ac ter of Christ in us which is the hope of glory. But there is also a
hope and a wit ness of the works that God wants to do through His peo -
ple, works of kind ness as al ready men tioned this morn ing. Those works 
of kind ness can be man i fested in many dif fer ent ways. They can man i -
fest them selves in mir a cles as we pray for one an other to be healed of
can cers, to be healed of clots and all kinds of things that the en emy
would like to have us suf fer. 
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25 Je sus an swered them, “I told you, and you do not be lieve. The
works that I do in My Fa ther’s name, they bear wit ness of Me. 26

But you do not be lieve, be cause you are not of My sheep, . . .
 Why did n’t they be lieve that the mir a cles were from God? Be -

cause they were hire lings. They were the mer chants. They were
the ones who tried to make a deal with God and with God’s peo -
ple.

“. . . as I said to you. 27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, 
and they fol low Me. 28 And I give them eter nal life, and they shall
never per ish; nei ther shall any one snatch them out of My hand. 29

 And thus was born the doc trine of “Eter nal Se cu rity.” But you
know what? I’d rather be on that side of the ol ogy than any other.

“My Fa ther, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and
no one is able to snatch them out of My Fa ther’s hand. 30 I and
My Fa ther are one.”

So’s there is an idea here that if you can hear the voice of God, if
you can know God in this way, in this man ner and be in this fold,
snatch ing you away is next to im pos si ble. You might choose to walk
away but be ing tricked is not a pos si bil ity. No dis ease, no fel low ship, no 
rit ual can snatch you away be cause you will be in a place where you
will know and you will hear the voice of God! And we know the voice
of God, don’t we? When we are bap tized in the Spirit we get to know
the voice of God in a very real and in ti mate way. 

Many Dif fer ent Ways

But again, we hear the voice of God in many dif fer ent ways.
When the dis ci ples were watch ing Je sus be ing bap tized by John the
Bap tist, sud denly this voice co mes down out of heaven! Some de scribe
it as thun der. Can you imag ine? I can not. I don’t think Hol ly wood could 
do a good job of that one. And too, re mem ber at the Mount of Trans fig -
u ra tion when the dis ci ples saw the Lord transformed, when the Fa ther
spoke they fell down afraid. The voice of the Fa ther at that mo ment was
so pow er ful that men could not stand be fore it. The voice of God.

Well, when I heard the voice of the Holy Spirit for the first time
in my heart, it was n’t like that. There was a kind ness about it like the
Good Shep herd of the sheep. He calls to us. He does n’t push or shove us 
around. He does n’t gruffly say, “Come on, get in place! Get over
there!” He does n’t do that. When you hear a voice like that, you should
rec og nize it clearly as the en emy, the one who is push ing you around,
the one who is mak ing you fear ful. If you are be ing mo ti vated by fear, it
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is NOT God. If you are mo ti vated by fear, it is not God. Even if you do
good things, good works, they will be dead works if they are mo ti vated
by fear. They will not be good. You are not sup posed to be do ing that.
You are to be led by the Holy Spirit in your daily walk. We sim ply can -
not do that un less we hear the voice God.

The Voice of God

Let us skip to how we do that. We hear the voice of God when we
pray. There is a pro phetic sense, a pro phetic voice that we hear. Let’s
look at an ex am ple. I pray, “Lord, I have a tough day ahead of me. I
have a lot of meet ings. I know that some of the peo ple there don’t even
like me. I don’t care for them that much ei ther.” Then there is a pro -
phetic word that co mes from heaven into my heart say ing, “Don’t be
afraid of them.” Now would the en emy say that. I don’t think so.
“Don’t be afraid of them. I cre ated you. I made you. I have equipped
you! You have n’t made your self. I have equipped you,” says the Lord.
Pro phet i cally a voice co mes into you. The Holy Spirit makes you the
man or woman of God whom He has or dained you to be! In sick ness or
in health, it mat ters not through the cir cum stances that you face. You
are a child of God. Don’t let any body tell you dif fer ently.

We also know Him through cir cum stances. Most of the time, af -
ter the cir cum stances we can say, “Boy, that was God.” For in stance we
may take a left hand turn in stead of a right, and end up avoid ing an ac ci -
dent or a three hour traf fic jam or what ever it might be. How were we
be ing led? By cir cum stances. That hap pens. Don’t deny that God can
use cir cum stances. He cer tainly can. He can use them su per nat u rally as
well. 

We also know the voice of God through other peo ple when they
pray for us. Even an un be liever can speak a word of en cour age ment to
us and the Lord Him self will be in that voice. In the Old Tes ta ment it
says an an gel would ap pear and speak be fore Gid eon and then a few
verses later it says “the Lord said.” How can it be both? Be cause the
Lord was speak ing through that an gel. Those who were writ ing the
scrip ture un der stand that the voice of God can be man i fested in such a
way.

Fourthly we hear the voice of God through read ing the Word of
God, the text, that which was given through the cen tu ries known as the
bi ble. What a won der ful thing that we have in the Word of God. With -
out the Holy Spirit it does n’t mean much. It does n’t mean any thing, but
in the Holy Spirit, it can bring life. We re mem ber words of en cour age -
ment, strength, words that warn us of evil and de scribe the works of the
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en emy and de scribe the works of God, de scribe the works of the peo ple
of God, all things won der ful to know.

Num ber five, hear ing the pro phetic voice, “Thus sayeth the
Lord.” That can come in many dif fer ent ways as I’ve al ready said. Let’s 
go back to our text.

25 Je sus an swered them, “I told you, and you do not be lieve. The
works that I do in My Fa ther’s name, they bear wit ness of Me. 26

But you do not be lieve, be cause you are not of My sheep, as I said 
to you. 27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they fol -
low Me. 28 And I give them eter nal life, and they shall never per -
ish; . . .

 Is n’t that nice. You are not go ing away. If noth ing else you can
say that to the en emy. “You are go ing away but I’m not.”

“. . . nei ther shall any one snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Fa -
ther, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is
able to snatch them out of My Fa ther’s hand. 30 I and My Fa ther
are one.”

 It does n’t say He is the Son of God, Son of Man, the Anointed
Mes siah. It says, “I and the Fa ther are one. I am the Fa ther.”
Well if you were an or tho dox Jew at that point you knew what
you had to do. For any one who blas phemes the Fa ther in such a
way, must be killed. So they picked up stones. When I first read
that I thought no big deal, just throw ing stones. Just avoid them.
No. Be ing stoned was an ex e cu tion! 
31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him. 32 Je sus an -
swered them, “Many good works I have shown you from My Fa -
ther. For which of those works do you stone Me?”

 So the en emy co mes up in the guise of these peo ple’s self-righ -
teous ness and they are go ing to kill Him, not just to hurt but to
kill. Je sus does n’t say, “Look at my char ac ter and see how kind I
am.” No, at this point He points to His work. I be lieve that the
works that He is talk ing about is n’t sep a rate from His kind ness.
You will know them by their fruit, does n’t mean that the works
are sep a rated from the fruit of love, joy, kind ness and peace. They 
are linked with the good works of heal ing, the good work of
bring ing whole ness to the fee ble minded, the good works of those
who need to be de liv ered from de mons. So He says, “For which
of those works do you want to kill Me?
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33 The Jews an swered Him, say ing, “For a good work we do not
stone You, but for blas phemy, and be cause You, be ing a Man,
make Your self God.”

 Je sus says  a lit tle ways down:

“. . . be lieve the works, that you may know and be lieve that the
Fa ther is in Me, and I in Him.”

 So these works and the works that you do as the chil dren of God,
are never to be sep a rated from the char ac ter of Christ, that lov ing
kind ness we’ve talked about this morn ing. Amen. That’s a good
one to keep.

Well, what does Je sus do when He is con fronted by men who
want to kill Him? Well, He es capes first of all. I don’t know how He did
that. When men get to gether and want to kill you with stones, they com -
pletely sur round you. 

39 There fore they sought again to seize Him, but He es caped out
of their hand.

 I think to my self, “What would I do when I’m in trou ble?” Je sus
is in trou ble, phys i cally. They are go ing to kill Him but it is not
His time to be killed. So what would you do? I think that what I
would have done is to call down fire from heaven! “Take them
out, Fa ther. They aren’t writ ten in Your Book of Life.” There are a 
lot of peo ple who come against the chil dren of God to day in this
coun try and around the world and their lives and names are not
writ ten in the “Book of Life.” I don’t know spe cif i cally who they
might be but the Holy Spirit does. Je sus cer tainly knew He could
have done that. But in stead, He re treats. That is be cause He was -
n’t yet in the ap pointed place, Je ru sa lem. But for now He goes
way up away from Je ru sa lem all the way to Jor dan where John
was bap tiz ing. 
40 And He went away again be yond the Jor dan to the place where 
John was bap tiz ing at first, and there He stayed. 

 That is away from Je ru sa lem, way up there, away, away from
these peo ple who want to kill Him, be cause there are still things
that He needs to do to ac com plish the Fa ther’s plan. I thought
about this.
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Re treat ing to a “Safe Place”
be yond the Jor dan

41 Then many came to Him and said, “John per formed no sign,
but all the things that John spoke about this Man were true.” 42

And many be lieved in Him there.

As we apply this to our own lives, we can see there is still work
for us to do as well. The en emy is n’t com ing against us so that we just
re treat, fall back and never re cu per ate. In stead, we re treat while the
Spirit of the Lord stays with us. We can re treat to a “safe place.” That’s
the point I want to make with this scrip ture; we don’t re treat to a place
that is more dan ger ous. We re treat to a “safe place” where the Lord
Him self and the Holy Spirit in you can work those mir a cles and works
of kind ness that He has put in our heart to do.

We, the el ders, our home groups, this church, as we are re lated
to gether have built here a “safe place” in a state called New York, which 
is NOT a safe state. It’s not, not any more if you be lieve the laws. Many
peo ple be lieve the laws are ac cu rate or ap pro pri ate, the kill ing of un -
born chil dren, kill ing born chil dren. They are for kill ing the el derly and
fee ble, not just pain pills but ones that will take you out. What is next?!
This does n’t sound like a “safe place” to me. If I had my way I’d move
to Iowa or some place like that. I used to think New Zea land was the
place to go but I don’t know any more about that ei ther.

A “safe place” is one we’ve built, peo ple of God. Our fel low ship
is a “safe place.” It is n’t one of crit i cism where we point the fin ger at
one an other and say, “Boy, I know this per son so well. I can tell all of
her or his faults to a ‘t.’ Be lieve me, I know.” But the Holy Spirit says,
“Oh no. It does n’t mat ter if you know those faults or not. I am not con -
cerned about those things. I’m more con cerned about what I am do ing
in their heart to day to bring them into the char ac ter of Christ which I
have or dained for them to be, to be like Me.”

Sum ma tion Thus Far

So from these scrip tures so far we can come to know this. 

1) There is power in know ing the Shep herd’s voice, the voice of
God. 

2) There is a con trast that the Lord makes be tween know ing the
voice of a hire ling and the voice of the Lord. It is our re spon si bil ity to
know that dif fer ence. It is not just God’s voice that makes it hap pen. It
is our re spon si bil ity to train our selves to know and dis cern the voice of
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God versus all the other voices we are hear ing, a ca coph ony of non -
sense we are con stantly faced with ev ery day! Through that we have to
ne go ti ate and un der stand the voice of God. There is no scrip ture that
will help you; it is the Holy Spirit within you. Prac tice, prac tice, and
prac tice. 

3) Je sus is not just the Mes siah, just the one who died on the cross 
so we could have fel low ship with the Fa ther. But He and the Fa ther are 
one, one of a tri une God, Fa ther, Son and the Holy Spirit. The idea of
the trin ity is so pow er ful in the New Tes ta ment. It brings life to our
bones. That God could love us enough to die. He Him self died upon the
cross and knew pain and suf fer ing like many of us have not known.

The pain was n’t just from phys i cal, bodily abuse but the pain was 
in the be trayal from His best friends. The pain was be trayal of an en tire
na tion which was or dained to come to Him self, then the be trayal when
it did n’t hap pen. It was pain ful for Him to see. He looked at Is rael and
said, “Oh I would love to gather you to gether as hen gath ers her
chicks.” There was some thing there that He longed for that did not hap -
pen on the other side of the cross. It is now hap pen ing to day and in the
fu ture as He brings the peo ple of Is rael to Him self.

4) His works speak of His re la tion ship with the Fa ther. That’s
what He kept say ing. “If you don’t be lieve, be lieve the works that I do.”
The works that you do will tes tify to the char ac ter that is in you, which
will tes tify to the re la tion ship that you have with the God. It can not “not
do that,” a dou ble neg a tive. 

5) There is a time to re treat to a “safe place.” A “safe place” can
be a place where mighty things can hap pen in the Lord, where God
starts to re build the walls of the tem ple, where God starts to build some -
thing in your heart that is able to stand against the schemes of the en -
emy, where you now can make him afraid of you! Let the fire in your
eyes from the Holy Spirit light him up! If he fires up his jets we taunt
him, “Go ahead!” You have the power to do it. Make him run and flee
from you. You could walk into a bar or walk into a sit u a tion where there
is no peace, where there is no hope and you ar rive on the scene with
maybe an other brother or a sis ter. And then a prozone re ac tion is go ing
on around you.

A prozone re ac tion is when there is a re ac tion in a lab o ra tory, ag -
glu ti na tion pre cip i tated, change of color and all of that, when a prozone
re ac tion is so pow er ful that it blows away any other re ac tion at all.
Noth ing and nobody can stand be fore it! A lot of false neg a tives in lab o -
ra tory test ing but a prozone re ac tion is so positive that it is neg a tive.
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You can not see it. (Prozone: the por tion of the range of con cen tra tion of
an ti body-an ti gen mix tures in which one of them, al though pres ent in
ex cess, does not pro duce its characteristic  ef fect.)

You see the en emy has all sorts of plans and then when you ar rive 
on the scene, there is a prozone re ac tion hap pen ing around you. He can -
not fig ure it out! He says, “I don’t get it. He was sup posed to do this and
he is n’t.” Don’t play into his games. His big gest trick is to bate you,
“Come on. Don’t you care about this per son?!” You an swer, “Of
course I do but that is not the is sue. I care more about God and their re -
la tion ship with God.” So how do we pray for the prod i gal? “Well, God,
bring him back what ever it takes.” That is not what the en emy would
like you to pray. 

The Is sue with the Voice of God.

All of us should like to have a clear un der stand ing and be tuned
in to the fre quency of the voice of God, never hav ing a prob lem dis cern -
ing His voice. Would n’t that be nice? Amen. Just think, you could walk
into the stock mar ket, find out which stocks are go ing up, which are go -
ing down . . . You know what? I don’t think the Holy Spirit even cares
about that. I know He does n’t, not re ally. Those are the ways of men. He 
is more con cerned about eter nal life and things hap pen ing in you. He
will prepare you for what He has ahead for you, not in this world only
but in the world to come. 

Here’s the thing: Do ing and Obey ing His Commandments

James 122  But be doers of the word, and not hear ers only, de -
ceiv ing your selves.

The prob lem we have is n’t in hearing or not hear ing the voice of
God, ei ther one. It is do ing it when we do hear it! As soon as we fall into 
that trap we are doomed. We are de ceiv ers our selves. The en emy no
lon ger needs to de ceive us. We’ve al ready de ceived our selves. This is a
hard word be cause we could think, “Well this is easy. I’ll just do what
God wants me to do.” No. It is not al ways easy. Some times God does n’t 
come with a gi ant sign say ing, “This is wrong.” But there is a gut feel -
ing in you put there by the Holy Spirit that says, “No, this is the wrong
way. This is the wrong per son.” And yet, we go ahead and do it any way!

I was look ing at ad ver tis ing on the Net recently. It is amaz ing
how many lit tle “peek-a-boo” things we see now a days, in dress, pho to -
graphs, etc. What are our eyes do ing? I said, “Yeah the guys who put
this pic ture there, know ex actly what they are do ing. They want to get
your at ten tion. It might not even be a real im age. But don’t we want to
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know? Don’t we want to see?” The en emy has so many ways to de ceive
us, to lead us, to tempt us, does n’t he?

There are many times in my career when I had job op por tu ni ties
in dif fer ent places that I would have thought were “safe places.” One of -
fer was a GS 14 of fice job in Anchorage Alaska. I thought I would be a
rich man in no time at all. An other job was in San Fran cisco, sev eral in
Wash ing ton D.C. Ev ery body wants to go to Wash ing ton D.C. Once you 
are there a GS 14 is only the be gin ning and then you climb the lad der
from there. 

Ev ery time I had those job op por tu ni ties, I never just went ahead
and acted on them. At the very first I would bring it to the Lord in
prayer. Then I would spend time lis ten ing not just in the prayer closet
but I would seek men’s coun sel. Most of the time I would ask my wife
what she thought. God can use your spouse to speak to you. I would
seek the ad vice of the el ders. I would n’t go to them say ing, “By the way
the Lord showed me this.” Rather, “By the say there is a job op por tu nity 
and I don’t know if it is the Lord or not. Would you pray with me?” So
many times peo ple will come to the el der’s meet ing and tell the el ders
the Lord had shown them that it is time for them to move. The el ders re -
sponse would be, “Thank you for tell ing us but there is noth ing we can
do as you aren’t re ally seek ing our ad vice. You don’t seem to want help
in dis cern ing the will of God.” It is pretty hard to send some body out
when they’ve al ready told you they are go ing.

To send peo ple out means they are sent by a plu ral ity of per sons.
Then you pray a bless ing upon them and God of ten does bless His peo -
ple. There is a better way. Be ing led by the Holy Spirit is an awe some
re spon si bil ity. Ju das did n’t quite make it. Do you think he heard the
voice of the Holy Spirit in his life? I think he did but I think he chose to
hear other voices. 

It is our re spon si bil ity. The re ally good part about all of this is
when you hear the Good Shep herd, know ing His voice be comes a very
pre cious thing. The voice of God is more pre cious than gold and sil ver,
more pre cious! I talked to an old friend who lives way north of
Plattsburgh near the Ca na dian bor der just re cently about my re sults
from a bi opsy. I had n’t heard his voice in eleven years and I said,
“Marty, it is so very good to hear your voice.” You know why, be cause
it re ally was. He was a kind man, al ways gen u ine, never afraid of the
truth, bad or good. It did n’t mat ter to him. He was al ways there to en -
cour age us. It was so good to hear his voice. And, when you hear the
voice of the Good Shep herd it is a lot like that only better!
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There is a com fort and safety about that voice that brings you
into the Sheepfold. What a nice, safe place He has made for us. Please
let’s not make it anything else. 

If You Love Me, Keep My Com mand ments
John 15:15 “If you love Me, keep My com mand ments.”

Je sus makes it a con test. “Do you love me?” “Yeah good.” But
He says, “If you love Me you will keep My com mand ments, My words.” 

16 “And I will pray the Fa ther, and He will give you an other
Helper, that He may abide with you for ever—”

 Up un til this point He had n’t ar rived in His full ness, the bap tism
of the Holy Spirit. Did He come only for a sea son? No. For ever. 

17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world can not re ceive,

 That’s where the world gets messed up. We can think we have it
all know ing some truth. But,

17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world can not re ceive, be cause it
nei ther sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He
dwells with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you or -
phans; I will come to you.

 Je sus says He is not go ing to just sit on the Fa ther’s throne and
leave them on earth to duke it out with the en emy. But He will
come to us in the Holy Spirit! What a won der ful thing! This is the
power of grace, the power of God’s word. And, it’s in you. 

When we sing the song “We are no lon ger a slave to fear,”
maybe we should sing, “Fear you’d better start run ning.” It does n’t
mat ter what cir cum stances we face. In the Old Tes ta ment we see
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego say ing to the fur nace keeper, “It
does n’t mat ter if God co mes or not we will never bow down to you. We
will never be come the hire ling. We will never be come the mer chant. We
will never fall back into a place of fear.” Then there was one who came
to be with them who looked like the Son of God. Let us not be afraid
that we might fall back into fear. We are all weak, but that’s when we
call on the Holy Spirit, that’s when we call upon each other, to en cour -
age us. That’s why we go to home groups, why we come to church, why
we lis ten to a teacher. 

We need to hear en cour ag ing words over and over again. Amen.
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So thank You, Lord Je sus. What a won der ful thing You have

given to us in the Holy Spirit. Not just guid ance for guid ance sake

but know ing some one so won der ful, awe some, in cred i bly beau ti -

ful, won drous. Is there a su per la tive that I can find to ad e quately

de scribe what we are talk ing about here? In know ing You, Lord, it 

has be come such a bless ing. It does n’t mat ter how dark the dark -

ness is that we face. It does n’t mat ter be cause the bright ness of the 

Spirit within us which is the light of man, dwells within us. You

have given us life like we have never known be fore.

I pray, Lord, that You would sharpen our wits, that we

would be gin to dis cern more cor rectly the will of the Lord through 

the voice of God how ever it pres ents it self, in our prayers, in our

songs, how ever You want to do it.

I pray, Lord God, that our weak nesses would not de fine us.

Rather they would give us an op por tu nity to bring forth Your

strength in ev ery cir cum stance that we face. You are bring ing

these SWAT teams, prayer teams to gether. Lord, that we would

know what it is to have vic tory in the Lord Je sus! In Je sus name

we pray. Amen.


