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INTRODUCTION

Je sus came to earth, not to be served, but to serve by giv ing up His life for lost man -
kind. He in vites all be liev ers to fol low Him, to be come His bond ser vants and to serve one an -
other. The prin ci ple of serv ing is how the body of Christ is to func tion as a col lec tive whole
and be come a liv ing or gan ism in the Holy Spirit. This be gins with the men who plant and
over see lo cal churches; they must be ser vants at heart. Je sus made this very clear in His in -
struc tion of the first dis ci ples:

. . . whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant, and
whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave (bondservant) . . . .
(Matthew 20:26-27)

HOW TO USE THIS WORKBOOK

This work book has been for mat ted to be used in con cert with a study of THE
DIAKONATE. They ad dress a tap es try of bib li cal truths that con cern equip ping be liev ers to 
be come ser vants of Christ.

The work book text also con tains ref er ences to other docu ments that ad dress the
sub ject un der dis cus sion. All Foun tain of Life tracts that are ref er enced can be down loaded 
at no cost and with out copy right re stric tions from the fol low ing web site: www. the foun -
tain.org.
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SECTION I

THE CALL OF THE DIAKONATE

The call of God is a bed rock of truth in un der stand ing His
pur pose in the earth. There are two dis tinct ob jec tives for every
per son who is called by God.

First, each be liever is called as an in di vid ual into a per sonal
re la tion ship with God through the death, bur ial and res ur rec tion of
His Son, the Lord Je sus Christ. The ul ti mate ob jec tive is that, in
time, the be liever would be trans formed by the Holy Spirit into the
im age of His Son.

Sec ond, each be liever is also called into a col lec tive re la tion -
ship with other be liev ers in which he,or she, con trib utes to the col -
lec tive whole—a di ver sity of char ac ter and serv ice that the Spirit of 
God is build ing in that per son.

God’s ob jec tive is to fill the earth with His glory through His
crea tive gen ius as dis played in the body of Christ. This truth will be -
come evi dent in our study of THE DIAKONATE.
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CHAPTER ONE

CALLED TO BE SERVANTS

The value of what “we do” for Christ is de ter mined by the
qual ity of who “we are” in Christ. Since we are called to ul ti mately
reign with Him, it is vi tal that we pre pare our selves to be His bond -
ser vants. This prepa ra tion is a pro cess, one in which we must keep
our eyes fo cused on Him.

But we all with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the
same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord,
the Spirit, (2 Corinthians 3:18).

We are re spon si ble to be lieve and obey the Lord. He, in turn,
pro vides all the grace we will ever need to be His ser vants. God’s
grace flows out of His di vine wis dom to sup ply our every need. Life,
truth, right eous ness, spiri tual gifts and reve la tion come through
His grace which is suf fi cient to meet such needs as lack of abil ity,
fail ure, sins, cir cum stances, per se cu tion, re sources, bro ken re la -
tion ships, etc. All that we may lack in serv ing the Lord is freely
avail able for us at the throne of grace (He brews 4:16).

A true bond ser vant of the Lord would not win souls for
Christ, and then build them to gether into a re lig ious king dom cen -
tered around him self. To many, God’s glory is a mys te ri ous con cept. 
There fore, it is nec es sary to be gin our study with a brief out line on
the im por tant place that His glory has in God’s plan of sal va tion.

• God has purposed to fill the earth with His glory (Psalm 72:19).

• God has declared that His glory expresses the following
character traits: He is compassionate, gracious, slow to anger; He 
abounds in mercy and truth; He forgives iniquity, transgression
and sin; and He is just (Exodus 33:18; 34:5-7).

• This display of glory in the church will not take place apart from
first being tested by tribulation and suffering (Romans 8:15-18; 1
Corinthians 4:17). The glory of God is key to bringing in the great
end-time harvest (Isaiah 60:1-3).
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The pro cess to ward glory for be liev ers, as de scribed in Ro -
mans 8:29-39, is made up of the fol low ing seven com po nents:

1. Verse 28 - our circumstances

2. Verse 29 - God’s foreknowledge

3. Verse 29 - God’s predestination of believers

4. Verse 30 - God’s call

5. Verse 30 - our justification

6. Verse 30 - our glorification

7. Verses 35-39 - experiencing the certainty of the love of God in
Christ

God’s fore knowl edge and pre des ti na tion are im por tant pre -
cepts. God cre ated mat ter/en ergy, space and time. Since God cre -
ated time He is not con strained by it; He is eter nal. Long be fore man 
was cre ated, God moved for ward down the cor ri dor of time into the
fu ture to see how each man would re spond to Him in their gen era -
tion, He never co erced any one to act con trary to their will; man was
cre ated with a free will. Each per son must choose to ac cept or re -
ject the way of God. Those who ac cept Him are the ones who He
foreknew and pre des tined to eter nal life.1 They are the ones who
He calls to fill spe cific places in the body of Christ. The fol low ing are 
ex am ples of men who were fore known by God:

1. Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:5)

2. David (Psalm 139:13-16)

3. Believers in general (Proverbs 8:22-31)

In this third ex am ple, the Lord is re joic ing over all the sons
of men who chose to fol low Him. He is do ing so dur ing the first acts
of crea tion, long be fore Adam was cre ated. Thus, our call, and the
grace that we need to ful fill our call, was granted to us long be fore
we were born (2 Timo thy 1:9).
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QUESTIONS:

A. How can a be liever ful fill the com mand ex pressed by He brews
12:15?

B. Why does scrip ture re fer to be liev ers as “liv ing stones” rather
than as “liv ing bricks?”

C. Why is the clas si fi ca tion of be liev ers as be ing ei ther clergy or la -
ity wrong?

D. Why are cell groups (small group en vi ron ments) es sen tial in
build ing the church?

E. What in the body of Christ cor re sponds to of fices in worldly in sti -
tu tions?

F. Why are ti tles in ap pro pri ate in the body of Christ?

G. What three ac tions de fine how one ac cepts a valid min is try?

REFERENCES:
1. OUR ETERNAL CREATOR, LORD OF THE AGES, Foun tain of
Life tract, Dale Rum ble
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SECTION II

DISCIPLED BY GOD

We be come chil dren of God through faith in the sac ri fi cial
death, bur ial and res ur rec tion of our Lord Je sus Christ. We all
share the same spiri tual life of our Fa ther. We are one fam ily be -
cause of His life. How ever, we are dis ci pled in di vidu ally.

We are heirs of God, and fel low heirs with Christ if we suf fer
with Him, so that we may be glo ri fied with Him. There is a growth
pro cess fac ing each one of us as the Spirit of Christ dis ci ples us into 
His im age. This growth pro cess is ac com plished within the col lec -
tive re la tion ship that we have with other be liev ers in the body of
Christ. We can not bring oth ers to a level of growth that we our -
selves have yet to at tain.

A dis ci ple of Christ can ex pect oth ers to fol low him once he
ex hib its vic tory in the fol low ing three ar eas of his per sonal life:

• Righteous conduct

• Faithful commitment to Christ

• Purity of speech

CHAPTER TWO

Discipled to Righteousness

The gos pel of the king dom1 pro claims three foun da tional
truths: Christ died for our sins, He was bur ied, and He rose from the 
dead on the third day. Through death, His blood atoned for all the
sins of man kind. His res ur rec tion is the ba sis of a re newed spiri tual 
life prom ised to all whose sins have been for given. Sin is the fruit of
our fallen Ad amic na ture. We do not have to con tinue in sin. In faith
we iden tify with the bur ial of Christ by be ing bap tized in wa ter.
Thus, blood, wa ter and spirit are three agents rep re sent ing the
three truths that make up the gos pel (1 John 5:6-8).

Abra ham is the fa ther of all men and women of faith (Ga la -
tions 3:7, 29). The seal of his cove nant re la tion ship with God was
physi cal cir cum ci sion. The seal of New Cove nant re la tion ship with
God is heart cir cum ci sion (Ro mans 2:29). This takes place in wa ter
bap tism, when by faith, the Holy Spirit cir cum cises the heart of the
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one be ing bap tized (Co los sians 2:11-12). The place for faith in wa ter 
bap tism is two fold:

• Faith that in the act of baptism our old nature is buried in death,
and that we will arise to walk in newness of life (Romans 6:4-7).

• Faith to reckon daily that we are now dead to sin but alive to God
in Christ. We do not have to sin; our life is hid with Christ in God
(Romans 6:11; Colossians 3:3)

QUESTIONS:
A. Is wa ter bap tism an op tion for be liev ers or is it a com mand from
God?

B. Why do the fol low ing two scrip tures have the same author ity 
(Acts 2:38; Mat thew 28:19)?

C. Un der what cir cum stances should a be liever be re bap tized?

D. Can wa ter bap tism ex pose de monic spir its?

E. Should wa ter bap tism be de layed for con verts whose past life has
been ex ceed ingly sin ful?

F. Which of the fol low ing state ments is proof of a cir cum cised
heart?

0 The testimony of a valid act of water baptism by a godly believer.

0 The righteous life that follows one who has been baptized in
water.
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G. When is a child old enough to be bap tized in wa ter?

H. What is the sig nifi cance of Co los sians 3:17?

REFERENCES:

1. UNVEILING THE GOSPEL, a Foun tain of Life tract by Dale Rum -
ble.
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CHAPTER THREE
THE DISCIPLINE OF COMMITMENTS

We face many com mit ments in the daily af fairs of our life.
There are com mit ments to obey laws of the land, to fam ily re spon si -
bili ties, to so cial causes, to fi nan cial ob li ga tions, to the church, to
our em ployer, etc. How ever, if first of all, we com mit our selves to be
bond ser vants of Christ, all other com mit ments will fall into place or
will dis ap pear. For ex am ple, there will be a proper pri or ity be tween
min is try at church and fam ily du ties. Our stew ard ship for Christ
should re move any com mit ment to in cur bond age to debt.1 Our com -
mit ment to Christ is the foun da tion of our serv ice to Him. Je sus
chose the first dis ci ples to rep re sent Him as lead ers of His peo ple.
He iden ti fied their com mit ment to Him as be ing that of bond ser -
vants (or slaves). A bond ser vant2 is one who will ingly com mits him -
self to serve with out wages (Mat thew 20:25-28).

QUESTIONS:

A. The re la tion ship be tween David and Jona than in the Old Tes ta -
ment il lus trates the im por tance of com mit ment (1 Sam uel 18-31).
What qual ity of com mit ment was miss ing in Jona than’s life?

B. List seven quali ties of Paul’s com mit ment as a bond ser vant of
Christ in his ap os tolic min is try (1 Thes sa lo ni ans 2:5-13; 1 Cor in thi -
ans 9:17-22).

C. Can one be a bond ser vant of Christ while re ceiv ing fi nan cial sup -
port from the church?

D. What keeps min is try from be ing an im per sonal act?
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REFERENCES:

1. PRACTICING THE PRINCIPLES OF STEWARDSHIP, a Foun tain
of Life tract by Dale Rum ble.

2. James Gar rett, THE DOULOS PRINCIPLE, P.O. Box 50130,
Tulsa, OK 74150.
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CHAPTER FOUR
DISCIPLED TO SPEAK

Men are cho sen as over se ers (elders) of lo cal churches, not
to rule over the peo ple, but to care for, teach and shep herd them in
love, be ing an ex am ple of all that they teach. In do ing so they rep re -
sent the Lord as His bond ser vants. A very im por tant meas ure of
qual ity for such men is how well they dis ci pline their words. This
con trol is three fold: what they say, when to speak or be si lent, and
the spirit in which they speak.

Since our words ex press what is in our heart, it is es sen tial
that hearts be kept pure (Prov erbs 4:23). De ci sions to speak come
from one’s mind. A sound mind is a dis ci plined mind where thought
life is con trolled. A pure heart and a sound mind are bri dles of con -
trol which the Lord’s ser vants are to wear.

The fol low ing scrip tures show how one’s words can min is ter
life.

The lips of the righteous feed many — The mouth of the
righteous flows with wisdom. (Proverbs 10:21, 31)

. . . The tongue of the wise brings healing. (Proverbs 12:18)

A gentle answer turns away wrath . . . A soothing tongue
is a tree of life . . . The lips of the wise spread knowledge . . 
. . (Proverbs 15: 1, 4)

Life or death are in the power of our words. The fol low ing
scrip tures il lus trate how words can min is ter death.

There is one who speaks rashly like the thrusts of a
sword . . . . (Proverbs 12:18)

When there are many words, transgression is
unavoidable . . . . (Proverbs 10:19)

A perverse man spreads strife, and a slanderer separates 
intimate friends. (Proverbs 16:28)
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QUESTIONS:

A. How can one speak words that are cor rect in con tent, yet are
words that do not ed ify, and may even min is ter death?

B. What are the three phases of speech a be liever goes through
from when he is un saved to when he be comes a ma ture Chris tian?

C. How can men in an eld er ship help one an other im prove the ver -
bal as pect of their min is try in the church?

D. What is prom ised to those who do not stum ble in what they say?

E. What en dorses the spiri tual author ity of our words?
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SECTION III

GOD’S SEMINARY, THE LOCAL CHURCH

God’s semi nary is not sim ply a place to ac quire knowl edge of
bib li cal truth, for one may gain knowl edge with out bring ing his life
into obe di ence to it. A true semi nary is a place where seeds of truth
are sown to ger mi nate as liv ing re ali ties in the lives of those be ing
equipped. A suit able semi nary en vi ron ment re quires more than a
teacher - stu dent re la tion ship. God’s re quire ment for ho li ness,
unity and di ver sity in His church calls for an ac tive in ter face of re la -
tion ships be tween mem bers as a vi tal part of the equip ping pro cess.
Learn ing to serve, en cour age and sub mit to one an other equips be -
liev ers to func tion as a body.

Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.
(Proverbs 27:17)

And be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.
(Ephesians 5:21)

An en vi ron ment that pro motes such spiri tual growth are
small groups of be liev ers who will ingly com mit them selves to walk
out or ganic spiri tual re la tion ships with one an other in house (or
home) churches.

In the body of Christ there are va rie ties of spiri tual gifts and
min is tries, as well as va ri ety in the man ner in which they take place
(1 Cor in thi ans 12:4-6). In ad di tion, the five fold min is tries (apos tles,
proph ets, evan gel ists, pas tors and teach ers) are a di vine re source
for equip ping the saints.

And He (Jesus) gave some as apostles, and some as
prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors
and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work
of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until
we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the
measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of
Christ (Ephesians 4:11-13).

Author ity for what takes place in the body of Christ comes
from the Head, Je sus, Him self. All anoint ing for min is try be gins in
the Head and flows out to ap pro pri ate mem bers. This author ity can -
not be dele gated; it doesn’t come down to mem bers via a hi er ar chi -
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cal lad der of com mand. It flows out of the per sonal re la tion ship that 
each mem ber has with the Lord. For this rea son, be ing equipped is
more a mat ter of char ac ter than of method and tech nique. It is im -
por tant to avoid things such as ti tles, of fices and clergy/la ity dis -
tinc tion which fos ter con trol and elit ism.

Be liev ers are not called to fit into the same mold of be hav ior
and serv ice. We are all called to be con formed into the im age of
Christ, and as this takes place, a di ver sity in gift ing and min is try
will be come ap par ent.

A lo cal church, where evan gel ism, shep herd ing and dis ci -
pling op er ates un der the head ship of Christ, is God’s semi nary.1

CHAPTER FIVE
DEACONS, ELDERS & TRAVELING MINISTRIES

In this chap ter we are con sid er ing the Lord’s ser vants who
plant and care for churches through lo cal and trans lo cal min is tries. 
As we do so, it is good to re mem ber that it is the Lord who is build -
ing His house. Fur ther more, His fin ger prints in crea tion help to re -
veal His will and pur pose in the church.,

For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being
understood through what has been made . . . . (Romans 1:20)

Lo cal churches are God’s semi nary. They are spiri tual seed -
beds where min is tries are raised up to shep herd and equip the
saints and to plant new churches.

The fol low ing are four per ti nent words in the Greek text con -
cern ing lo cal church over sight:

• EPISKOPOS

 A noun that means “over seer.” Some Bi bles trans late this
word as “over seer” in most verses of scrip ture, but as “bishop” in
other verses. Such trans la tion im plies that bishop de notes a higher
level of over sight author ity, some thing that is not sup ported in the
Greek text. The likely rea son for such mis trans la tion was the hi er -
ar chi cal lead er ship that ex isted in the church at the time of trans la -
tion of the Bi ble into Eng lish.2

14

NOTES:



• PROISTEMI

A verb that ex presses the ex er cise of over sight. It is trans -
lated as “to stand be fore.” In some Bi bles it is trans lated “to rule’ in
cer tain verses, ap par ently for the same rea son that bishop was in -
tro duced in Eng lish trans la tions. Prois temi makes it clear that
elders lead by ex am ple more than by de crees and pre cepts.

• PRESBUTEROS

This is a noun mean ing “elder.” It is a word that re fers to an
over seer in terms of char ac ter; i.e., that he is older.

• POIMAINO

A verb mean ing “to shep herd.” How elders are to care for the
flock of God among them as the Lord’s under- shepherds.

It is im por tant to know the con text and where in scrip ture,
that these four words are used. The quali fi ca tions for elders and
dea cons are found in the fol low ing scrip tures: 1 Pe ter 5:1-3; Ti tus
1:5-9; 1 Timo thy 3:1-13; Acts 6:1-6.

A lo cal church is never an end in it self, for it is part of a larger 
whole, the body of Christ. The fol low ing four quali ties of a lo cal
church re veal this truth:

• A local church is self-governing. Its eldership is not subject to a
remote authority or headquarters.

• A local church is self-sustaining. Local tithes and offerings should 
provide financial support as needed. This does not preclude
outside help in times of crises such as famine.

• A local church is self-reproducing. Faithful ministry will see the
salvation of new believers, and in time, the release of ministry to
plant new churches.

• A local church is never self-sufficient. The ever present need to
equip the saints and to build their lives upon Christ the
cornerstone, requires the input of traveling ministries; especially
of prophets and apostles. Men with a recognized ministry at
established local churches, as led by God, can be released to
travel to the wider body of Christ on a translocal ministry level.3

This ministry is most effective when such men travel in teams
(Acts 13:1-4; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2:1-13).
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QUESTIONS:

A.  What two at trib utes, so com mon in God’s crea tion of birds and
flow ers, re veal how He builds the church?

B. Why is the phrase “ser vants who lead” more ap pro pri ate for min -
is ters of the gos pel than the phrase “lead ers who serve?”

C. List seven at trib utes that would qual ify a man to be a dea con.

D. Can shep herd ing be a part of the min is try of dea cons?

E. While min is tries of elders and dea cons are pri mar ily church re -
lated, they must also have a heart for the lost. Name a dea con in the
early church who was fruit ful in evan gel ism.

F. Eld ers and dea cons must spend some time to gether. What is the
most im por tant pur pose of such meet ings?

G. What four ar eas of in ter per sonal com mit ments are re quired by
men in a valid eld er ship?
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H. Give three rea sons why the New Tes ta ment as signs shep herd ing
re spon si bili ties of a lo cal church to a group of elders rather than to
one man.

I. The small est col lec tive unit of the church is the fam ily. The most
im por tant church re spon si bil ity for mar ried elders and dea cons is
the con di tion of their fami lies. List three rea sons why it would be
proper for such men to tem po rar ily lay down their as sem bly du ties
and give them selves wholly to fam ily is sues.

J. Can the min is try of equip ping the saints be sepa rate from the
min is try of shep herd ing them?

K. What quali fi ca tion does the an swer to ques tion “J” place on
elders?

L. Would an eld er ship be ideal if every elder was called by God to be
a pas tor?

M. Why can spiri tual author ity be dele gated but min is try gift ing
can not?

N. What, if any, are the dif fer ences be tween an elder who is sup -
ported fi nan cially by the church, and one who sup ports him self by
secu lar work?

17

NOTES:



O. What are the three pri mary phases in the life- cycle of a valid lo -
cal church?

P. The fol low ing scrip tures re fer to vari ous New Tes ta ment house
churches: Ro mans 16:3-5; Co los sians 4:5; 1 Cor in thi ans 16:18;
Philemon 1:2). What would be dif fer ent in typi cal meet ings at such
places with what took place at meet ings held at Troas (Acts
20:4-11), Cor inth (Acts 18:7-11), Ephesus (Acts 20:18-31)?

Q. Ex plain why small group meet ings and larger cen tral meet ings
at a lo cal ity are both nec es sary to build the church.

R. Does the phrase “a trav el ing elder” de scribe a valid min is try?

REFERENCES:

1. David Hus ton and Jim McKin ley, “THE GLORIOUS CHURCH,”
Rosh Pin nah Pub li ca tions, P.O. Box 337, Car lisle, PA 17013-0337.

2. SHEPHERD MY SHEEP, Foun tain of Life tract by Dale Rum ble.

3. APOSTOLIC & PROPHETIC FOUNDATIONS, Don ald Rum ble,
the At tic Stu dio Press, P.O. Box 75, Clin ton Cor ners, NY 12514
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CHAPTER SIX
TRAINING THE DIAKONATE

The verb “to train” means to form by in struc tion and dis ci -
pline. To be trained as a bond ser vant of the Lord is more than ac -
quir ing knowl edge. It in volves put ting in struc tion into prac tice in
the secu lar, fam ily and church ac tivi ties of one’s own life. We learn
from what we ex pe ri ence. One who is faith ful to serve will find that
God causes all things to work to gether for good; cir cum stances that
we con front are a part of our train ing.

The spec trum of ac tivi ties in which be liev ers are trained to
serve is very large, rang ing from sim ple im per sonal acts to ses sions
of in- depth per sonal coun sel ing, of ten with godly con fron ta tion. An
es sen tial re quire ment of train ing is to de velop a char ac ter that
seeks for and sus tains good re la tion ships. To de velop ma tur ity in
spiri tual in ter ac tions with oth ers, ac cord ing to the model of the lad -
der of serv ing, re quires more than a regi men of teach ing. It re quires
con sis tent pe ri ods of time in a small group en vi ron ment in which
the Holy Spirit is free to move, where open ness, hon esty and free -
dom to share are en cour aged, and where over sight di rects be liev ers 
to a re spon sive re la tion ship with the Lord Je sus. Hear ing, know ing
and obey ing Him is the agenda. The col lec tive iden tity of such
groups is that of a liv ing or gan ism, not an or gani za tion; it is a liv ing
body where mem bers rec og nize their need for one an other.

QUESTIONS:

A. What char ac ter traits are likely to be miss ing in those who walk
as “lone- rangers” in the church?

B. How was the young man, Timo thy, trained ac cord ing to the “lad -
der of serv ing”?

C. What chal lenge faces a per son who, im me di ately af ter con ver -
sion, goes off to Bi ble school and semi nary?
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D. What is the dif fer ence be tween “mak ing dis ci ples” and “teach ing 
pre cepts”?

E. What act of train ing is com mon to each rung of the lad der of serv -
ing?

F. What three quali ties should men have who are be ing trained as
lead ers in the church?
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SECTION IV

BUILDING HIS HOUSE

One thing that all be liev ers have in com mon is that they have
re ceived the same life from one Fa ther.

. . . God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His
Son. (1 John 5:11)

In Him was life and the life was the light of men. (John
1:4)

Through re ceiv ing His life in the New Birth, be liev ers re ceive
spiri tual in sight and ca pac ity to em brace the pur pose of God in the
church. His pur pose is ex pressed in terms of our per sonal re la tion -
ship with Him as His sons, and in our col lec tive re la tion ship with
Him as His body, bride or house. The pri mary em pha sis of this sec -
tion of teach ing is on the house of God, His place of rest.

CHAPTER SEVEN
THE ORDER OF LIFE

One ob jec tive when plant ing a new church is to achieve
growth. Many min is ters will choose a method of or gani za tion to
meet this goal. They will put in place a struc ture where cer tain
mem bers have been trained to ex er cise gifts and tal ents in an
agenda of “who does it,” what is done,” and “when it is to be done.”
When the gos pel is preached in such a pro gram of or dered events,
sin ners are saved and num bers will grow. How ever, this is a lim ited
view of growth.

God sees growth in a dif fer ent way. The church is not an in -
sti tu tion; it is an or gan ism which is alive with His life. It has di vine
or der from the gov ern ment of Christ. A healthy, liv ing or gan ism will
in evi ta bly grow. The key for growth is for mem bers to be fed the
pure milk of the word so that they will grow in re spect to sal va tion,
and in the grace and knowl edge of their Lord and Sav ior, Je sus
Christ. He is cen tral and pre emi nent in both gov ern ment and teach -
ing. Growth, as God sees it, be gins in ter nally in the church as mem -
bers grow in the word and deepen in the in ti macy of their
re la tion ship with Christ. As this takes place, the joints and liga -
ments of re la tion ship that they have with one an other will be come
stronger, and growth be comes evi dent ex ter nally in the body. The 
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life of Christ will at tract those who are hun gry for the re al ity that
they see of the pres ence of God. The fol low ing scrip tures ex press
this prin ci ple of di vine growth:

. . . Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects
into Him who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole
body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint
supplies, according to the proper working of each individual
part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself
in love. (Ephesians 4:15-16)

. . . Holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being
supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows
with a growth which is from God. (Colossians 2:19)

To build for such growth re quires, that first of all, an ap os -
tolic foun da tion is laid for the church, based on sub mis sion to the
lord ship and head ship of Christ. An as sem bly of the saints should
not have any clergy and la ity dis tinc tions. There will be free dom for
every mem ber to share as anointed by the Holy Spirit. Min is try,
while spon ta ne ous, must re flect the mind of Christ. Wher ever the
church is lo cated, it is to that place a lo cal ex pres sion of the body of
Christ; it is an or gan ism of or der and life.

QUESTIONS:

A. What three words best de scribe dis or der?

B. What two things ex press di vine or der in a church?

C. What two at trib utes of Christ are es sen tial for His gov ern ment to
be pres ent in the church?
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D. Is an in crease in num bers a true meas ure of spiri tual growth in a
church?

E. Joints, liga ments and mus cles are parts of a physi cal body. What
do each of these rep re sent in the body of Christ?

F. What hap pened to or der in the church when she en tered into the
dark ages?

G. Can elders leg is late or der in a church?

H. What are the three ways that God speaks of be liev ers in a col lec -
tive sense?

I. How did the crea tion of Adam re flect his com mis sion by God to
rule the earth?
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CHAPTER EIGHT
THE MINISTRY OF LIFE

The church is God’s mas ter piece, a liv ing or gan ism of which
He is the ar chi tect and builder. The first step in His mar vel ous work 
was to lay a suit able cor ner stone upon which to build the church.

. . . Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, a costly
cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed . . . . (Isaiah 28:6)

Men are only God’s in stru ments; it is He who builds the
church. The first re quire ment in plant ing new churches is to lay a
foun da tion1 upon the cor ner stone, one that fully re veals Christ, and 
which will ac com mo date all min is try that the Lord would raise up
at that par ticu lar lo cal ity.2 The foun da tion would in clude a pro -
phetic vi sion of God’s pur pose for the church. Spiri tual life would be 
min is tered in many ways: in the va ri ety of spiri tual gifts and min is -
tries and the great va ri ety of per sonal in ter ac tions that build re la -
tion ships be tween mem bers. In time, as the body of Christ is formed 
at vari ous lo cali ties, min is tries would emerge to plant new
churches. See Fig ure 1.

QUESTIONS:

A. The pur pose of body min is try is to
_______________________________________be liev ers.

B. Every spiri tual gift and min is try comes via the
 _____________________________.

C. What are the three cate go ries of min is try in the church (apart
from over sight)?
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D. What are “min is tries of re la tion ship”?

E. How would you clas sify the nine spiri tual gifts?

F. Paul, the apos tle, was a “master- builder.” What does this mean?

G. All body min is try is to be done in a proper and or derly way (1
Cor in thi ans 14:40). What does this mean?

H. How can one min is ter truth and yet not pro duce life?

I. What act of serv ice is usu ally the least rec og nized, and yet is one
of the most im por tant in the church?

REFERENCES:

1. BUILDING ON GOD’S CORNERSTONE, a Foun tain of Life tract by 
Dale Rum ble.

2.  WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE WORKSHOP?, a Foun tain of Life
tract by Dale Rum ble.
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CHAPTER NINE
THE PATTERN OF HIS HOUSE

God has pur posed to build for Him self the place for His eter -
nal rest (Psalm 132:13-14). He speaks of this place as His house1; it
is also refe reed to as a city (He brews 3:5-6; Reve la tion 21:1-3). The
Lord Him self is both ar chi tect and builder of His habi ta tion (He -
brews 11:8-10).

Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who
build it . . . . (Psalm 127:1).

Be cause the Lord has called us to be fel low work ers with
Him, we must be yielded in stru ments in His hands, and not build
some thing out of our imagi na tion. To as sist us, the Lord has re -
vealed the pat tern of what He is build ing. This pat tern, or blue print,
is ex pressed in the de sign of the Old Tes ta ment tab er na cle (Exo dus
25-27, 30). God gave Moses pre cise de tails for its con struc tion,
show ing him how to build it ac cord ing to the pat tern pre sented to
him on Mount Sinai. The tab er na cle is a copy or shadow of what ex -
ists in heaven, and be gan to come down to earth as de scribed in Acts 
2. (He brews 8:2-5; 9:11). The work shop where the build ing is tak ing
place is in lo cal churches, where be liev ers are be ing built to gether
into lo cal ex pres sions of the Lord’s body.

You also, as living stones, are being built up into a
spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. (1 Peter 2:5)

The work of the Holy Spirit in the build ing pro cess is to
shape, sand, fit and bond us to gether as He sees fit.

The tab er na cle in its over all struc ture, di men sions, ma te ri -
als and fur ni ture is a pic ture of Christ and His body. The path from
con ver sion to spiri tual ma tur ity in Christ is woven into the pat tern
of the tab er na cle.
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QUESTIONS:

A. What does the beau ti ful in ner most cur tain over the tab er na cle
sig nify?

B. The cur tain at the en trance to the tab er na cle was sup ported by
four plain wooden pil lars. The cur tain at the en trance to the Holy
Place was sup ported by wooden pil lars that were cov ered by gold.
What does this sig nify?

C. What do the col ors of the cur tain at the tab er na cle en trance sig -
nify?

D. The laver was made of pol ished cop per that came from mir rors.
What does this sig nify?

E. What is the sig nifi cance of the tall est piece of fur ni ture in the tab -
er na cle?

F. What is the sig nifi cance of the four wooden pil lars at the en -
trance to the tab er na cle?

G. What piece of fur ni ture speaks of one’s com mit ment to Christ?
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H. Name eight at trib utes of God that are ex pressed by the can -
dlestick?

I. Con sid er ing the wooden walls of the tab er na cle, what truths do
the fol low ing items rep re sent:

• The vertical orientation of the boards?

• The sockets of silver that supported each board?

• The five horizontal bars that kept the boards aligned as a wall?

• The tenons?

J. The sec ond cov er ing of the tab er na cle was made of rams’ skin
died red. What does this sig nify?

K. The tab er na cle proper, the beau ti ful, ten- piece, in ner most cov er -
ing was be neath a cov er ing that was made of goat’s hair. What does
this sig nify?

L. How is over sight of the tab er na cle and its serv ices a pat tern of the 
over sight of lo cal churches?

• Who does Moses represent?

• Who does the Aaronic priesthood represent?

• Who do the Levites represent?
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M. What is the sig nifi cance of cheru bim over the mercy seat?

REFERENCES:

1. THE PURPOSE OF GOD, a Foun tain of Life tract by Dale Rum ble.
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SECTION V

THE END-TIME DIAKONATE

The ref or ma tion that brought the “dark ages” to an end
brought new life to the church. How ever, it did not re store her to the
glory she pos sessed be fore fal ling into apos tasy and in sti tu tion al -
ism. The end- times will be marked by church res to ra tion be fore
Christ re turns.

Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be
wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come
from the presence of the Lord (i.e. times of revival); and
that He may send Jesus, the Christ, appointed for you,
whom heaven must receive until the period of
restoration of all things about which God spoke by the
mouth of His Holy prophets from ancient time (Acts
3:19-21).

Re newal and res to ra tion in the church will come dur ing
times of tribu la tion, per se cu tion and mar tyr dom. The days ahead
will be a time of deep en ing dark ness in the world; at the same time,
God’s glory will arise upon His peo ple (Isaiah 60:1-3). The fi nal end-
 time har vest will be brought in by a re stored church preach ing the
gos pel of the king dom (Mat thew 24:14).

Chapter Ten
WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

We are liv ing in times of tran si tion in which the church is be -
ing pre pared for her Lord’s re turn1. Eve ry thing that can be shaken,
will be shaken, so that hu man tra di tions and agen das will be re -
placed with the end- time pur pose of God. His king dom, which can -
not be shaken, will be es tab lished at our Lord’s re turn.2 What takes
place now is to pre pare us for the com ing days. The truth of Je sus
be ing the Chief Shep herd will be come clear as re al ity of the body of
Christ grows. The unity that Je sus prayed for will ma te ri al ize (John
17:18-23). The vir tue of ser vanthood will dis place the spirit of com -
pe ti tion among min is tries. There will be per se cu tion and tribu la -
tion, for such test ings and tri als serve to pu rify the church. When
she re pents and cries out to God for help, there will come re vival
times of re fresh ing from His pres ence. We are liv ing in a won der ful
time of res to ra tion!
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QUESTIONS:

A. When eve ry thing is shaken that can be shaken, will this af fect
the chil dren of God?

B. What scrip ture re veals that shak ings on earth will be ac com pa -
nied by shak ings in the heav ens?

C. What vali dates tra di tion as be ing truth?

D. When will God test the work that be liev ers have done for Him?

E. Church dis ci pline only has value when it is___________________

F. What prin ci ple of min is try re moves com peti tive ness?

G. What would be the end re sult if all of the church sub mit ted to Je -
sus as the Chief Shep herd?

H. What is the fore most re quire ment of one called to be a shep herd
in the church?
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REFERENCES:

1. THE DAY OF THE LORD, A Foun tain of Life tract by Dale Rum -
ble.

2. TO THE CHURCH IN AMERICA, A Foun tain of Life tract by Dale
Rum ble.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY

The power of God is resi dent in the Holy Spirit, and all
author ity in heaven and on earth has been given to the Lord Je sus.
No gov ern ment can func tion with out power and author ity. Je sus
gave His dis ci ples the keys of heaven. I be lieve these keys are two in 
number and con cern the privi lege of ex er cis ing His power and His
author ity. Power can not be dele gated but author ity can. A pro found 
truth that un der girds spiri tual author ity is the su preme im por -
tance of be ing sub mit ted to the One who has all author ity. If we sub -
mit to God, we have His author ity to re sist Sa tan (James 4:7).

In the whole, im mense uni verse, only on earth does Sa tan
have any author ity, and this was given to him by Adam to whom it
had been origi nally dele gated. One of the events that will close this
age is the cast ing of Sa tan out of heaven down to earth (Reve la tion
12:7-11). At this time the full author ity of Christ will be mani fest in
His body. This will bring about reve la tion of the an ti christ. Two
reve la tions will mark the last days: reve la tion of the man of law less -
ness (the an ti christ) and reve la tion of the “one new man,” the body
of Christ. One evi dence of church re newal will be the res to ra tion of
proph ets and apos tles.1 These will not be men who domi nate oth -
ers, they will be hum ble men with hearts to serve the body of Christ,
so that Je sus will come to have first place in eve ry thing.

QUESTIONS:

A. Con cern ing spiri tual author ity what is the sig nifi cance of Co los -
sians 3:17?

B. What is prom ised to those who are hum ble and poor in spirit?

C. What is the key to ex er cis ing spiri tual author ity?
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D. What is the key to min is ter ing the power of God?

E. What will the re sult be to the church when Sa tan is cast out of
heaven down to earth?

F. What is the great est hin drance to Christ reign ing in the church?

G. Can we ex pect to see mar tyr dom in crease in the years ahead?

H. What is the sig nifi cance of “glory” in John 17:22?

I. Can one dele gate spiri tual author ity and power?

REFERENCES:

1. APOSTLES AND PROPHETS, a Foun tain Of Life tract by Dale
Rum ble
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CHAPTER TWELVE
THE LORD’S RETURN

The end- times will be a pe riod of deep en ing dark ness in the
world, but one of in creas ing glory on the church. The church has
his tori cally back slid dur ing times of af flu ence and so cial ac cep -
tance. By con trast, in pe ri ods of per se cu tion and suf fer ing she has
turned to God in re pen tance and re vival. Tribu la tion, mar tyr dom
and af flic tion pro mote ma tur ity and spiri tual growth. That is why,
in the wis dom of God, the Lord will re turn in a time of great tribu la -
tion, an era that will serve to pu rify and pre pare the church.1

The re turn of Christ is the fi nal act of har vest as He ap pears
to gather His peo ple to Him self. Be fore He re turns, the an ti christ
will be re vealed (2 Thes sa lo ni ans 2:3-4). Upon those who will not re -
ceive Him and be saved, the Lord will send a de lud ing in flu ence so
that they will be lieve what is false. In this way he will gather out the
tares from His king dom (Mat thew 13:24-43). This sepa ra tion is an
act of the har vest.

We are liv ing in days when eve ry thing that can be shaken
will be shaken (Hag gai 2:6-7; He brews 12:25-27). It is a time when
men will ei ther re pent and turn to God, or they will turn away from
Him. One can not re main neu tral! All that has been built in the name 
of God will be tested; only what is of Him will re main when He re -
turns. The fire of God will test the qual ity of what has been built in
His name. The day of the Lord will be a time of glory and re wards
for be liev ers,2 but it will be a day of judg ment and wrath for the
world.

QUESTIONS:

A. Is the re turn of Christ the next event in the cal en dar of what lies
im me di ately ahead?

B. What can suf fer ing and af flic tion pro duce for be liev ers?
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C. What at trib utes of God, when seen in the church, draw sin ners to
Him?

D. What four facts are known to mark the re turn of Christ?

E. When do be liev ers re ceive their adop tion as God’s sons?

F. What brings about the “open heav ens”?

G. Why is the teach ing of a “pretribu la tion rap ture” in er ror?

H. How will Sa tan dis play him self to the world as be ing God?

I. How is Noah’s ark a type of the church to day?

J. How do Jo se ph’s re la tion ships with his breth ren speak to God’s
min is ters to day?
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K. What is the sig nifi cance of the fact that most Is ra el ites, who were 
look ing for the first com ing of the Mes siah,did not ex pect Him to 
come the way that He did?

REFERENCES:

1. OUR BLESSED HOPE, THE RETURN OF CHRIST, a Foun tain of
Life tract by Dale Rum ble.

2. OUR INHERITANCE AND REWARDS IN CHRIST, a Foun tain of
Life tract by Dale Rum ble.
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS:

CHAPTER ONE:

A. Be gra cious, min is ter words of grace and point be liev ers to the
throne of grace.

B. Stones point to di ver sity while bricks point to con for mity. God’s
de signs in crea tion and in man kind re veal His de sire for di ver sity.

C. All be liev ers are to min is ter as mem bers of the body of Christ ac -
cord ing to the grace given them.

D. They are an en vi ron ment where be liev ers can build re la tion ships 
and prac tice their min is try. They are places of train ing and equip -
ping.

E. The grace of God and anoint ing of the Holy Spirit to min is ter for
the Lord.

F. One can only min is ter if the Lord anoints him to do so. The use of
a ti tle in fers that one has the ca pa bil ity to min is ter even though
there may be no anoint ing to do so.

G. 
• Love the vessel who ministers.

• Recognize and receive the ministry.

• Honor the grace of God on the one ministering.

CHAPTER TWO:

A. It is a com mand.

B. They were both given by the Holy Spirit.

C. Bap tism as an in fant; bap tism be fore one is saved; bap tism with -
out hav ing un der stand ing of what it means and a pre vi ous bap tism
by what turned out to be a false cult.

D. Yes

E. No

F. The right eous life.
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G. When they are old enough to know that they are saved.

H. “The Lord Je sus Christ” is the only name given to the church by
which to in voke author ity of the God head.

CHAPTER THREE:

A. He hon ored com mit ment to his fa ther, Saul, above his com mit -
ment to David, a com mit ment that God had or dained. He chose to
live in the lux ury of palace- life in stead of walk ing out his com mit -
ment to David dur ing David’s ex ile. He died on the bat tle field with
his fa ther, and lost the privi lege of sit ting with David when he be -
came king.

B.
• He worked to support himself in order to not be a financial

burden to the saints.

• He sought to please God more than men.

• He was gentle among the people, not as one displaying great
authority.

• He was willing to lay down His life if necessary for the saints.

• He was devout.

• He was upright.

• He was blameless in behavior.

C. Yes

D. Our com mit ment to love and to serve those to whom we min is ter.

CHAPTER FOUR:

A. By speak ing at the wrong time, with a wrong mo tive, or with a
wrong spirit.

B. Death, bri dle and life phases.

C. Jointly re view ing the qual ity of life in their vari ous, ver bal in puts
to the con gre ga tion. This would con cern such things as life- flow,
qual ity of ver bal de liv ery, choice and number of words and time li -
ness of mes sage.

D. They will be able to bri dle their en tire body (James 3:2).

E. Hav ing a godly char ac ter. What we are in Christ will speak
louder than our words.
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CHAPTER FIVE:

A. Both have life- cycles and each mani fest great di ver sity.

B. What one does for God comes out of what he is in God.

C.
• His family is in order

• He is a man who has been tested and has a good reputation.

• He is not addicted to wine or a sordid gain of material things.

• He is filled with the Holy Spirit.

• He is a wise man.

• He knows and is obedient to the word of God.

• He is a man of dignity, one who is not double tongued.

D. Yes (Acts 6:1-3)

E. Philip

F. To seek the Lord.

G.
• To maintain the centrality of Christ.

• To be accountable to one another.

• To support and honor one another.

• To recognize each one’s ministry.

H.
• Greater resources to shepherd and equip the saints.

• Greater ability to hear the word of the Lord to the church.

• To have instant accountability in the leadership on issues of
character and ministry.

I.
• Sickness in the family.

• Moral failure in the family.

• Family crisis, such as death of spouse, home destroyed because
of flood or fire, etc.

J. No
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K. They must be men with an as cen sion gift min is try (Ephe si ans
4:11-12).

L. No.

M. All spiri tual author ity comes from the Lord Je sus Christ, and be -
liev ers may dele gate author ity that they have to other be liev ers.
How ever, the anoint ing for min is try is resi dent within a per son and
cannot be dele gated..

N. None, ex cept for time limi ta tions on avail abil ity.

O. Birth (plant ing phase); build ing (or DIAKONATE phase) and fa -
ther ing (or ap os tolic phase).

P. Meet ings at Troas, Cor inth and Ephesus were cen tered around
the ap os tolic min is try of Paul and his team.

Q. The body min is try of small groups are es sen tial for evan gel ism,
build ing re la tion ships and the de vel op ment of char ac ter and min is -
try. The cen tral meet ings are when small groups come to gether for
a com mon pur pose such as a time of teach ing.

R. No. An elder is an over seer in a lo cal church. An elder who trav -
els will do so in the light of his as cen sion gift min is try.

CHAPTER SIX:

A. Ac count abil ity and teach abil ity.

B. By trav el ing with Paul, who taught and trained him by ex am ple,
by in struc tion and by as sign ments of serv ice.

C. De vel op ing char ac ter that is re quired to walk in all the truth that
he has been taught. It will be dif fi cult for his heart to keep up with
his head!

D. Mak ing dis ci ples in volves both teach ing them as in di vidu als and
work ing with them to bring forth the re al ity of your teach ing in their 
per sonal lives.

E. Con sis tent per sonal study of God’s word.
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F. 
• They must prove faithful in what has been entrusted to them.

• They exhibit an anointing for spiritual ministry.

• They must be secure and confident in God’s call on their life.

CHAPTER SEVEN:

A. Jeal ousy, self ish am bi tion and re bel lion.

B. Sub mis sion and obe di ence to Christ.

C. His lord ship and head ship.

D. No.

E. Joints rep re sent fel low ship be tween mem bers. Liga ments rep re -
sent the re la tion ship and com mit ment that hold mem bers to gether.
Mus cles rep re sent the min is try of mem bers.

F. It was re placed by hi er ar chi cal author ity struc tures.

G. No. Or der doesn’t come from fol low ing rules and edicts. It comes
as be liev ers sub mit to the will of Christ.

H.
• A family of sons

• The body (bride) of His Son

• His house or dwelling place

I. Adam was to rule the earth, so he was made from dirt  of the earth.
He was to rule for God, and so he was made in the like ness of God.
Adam was part of both the physi cal and spiri tual worlds.

CHAPTER EIGHT:

A. Ed ify.

B. Grace of God.

C. Spiri tual gifts, spiri tual min is tries and min is tries of re la tion ship.

D. A kind act that edi fies a fellow- believer and strength ens their mu -
tual re la tion ship with each other and with the Lord.
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E. Three gifts of power, three gifts re lated to the mind and three vo -
cal gifts.

F. A mas ter builder is the “be gin ning crafts man” He laid foun da -
tions for lo cal churches.

G. All spiri tual min is try, in the church origi nates in Christ, who is
the head. Be liev ers are re spon si ble to not min is ter in a way that
hin ders or in ter rupts the flow of life tak ing place. At times, this will
re quire si lence and wait ing on the Lord.

H. By an over em pha sis of “his min is try” rather than giv ing all the
glory to Je sus.

I. The min is try of “helps.”

CHAPTER NINE:

A. The Lord Je sus Christ.

B. The gold sig ni fies ma tur ity in Christ.

C. The king (pur ple) who was obe di ent (blue) to shed His blood
(scar let).

D. The laver and the wa ter it con tained rep re sents the word of God.
The pol ished metal points to the truth of be hold ing our selves as we
look into God’s word.

E. The al tar of in cense sig ni fies the great im por tance of prayer and
wor ship.

F. The four gos pels.

G. The large cop per cov ered al tar lo cated just in side the tab er na cle
en trance. It was an al tar of sac ri fice that points to the ob li ga tion of
be liev ers to pres ent their bod ies as a liv ing sac ri fice to Christ, once
they have be lieved in Him.

H. He is our pro vider, our peace, our vic tor, our healer, our right -
eous ness, our shep herd, and He is pres ent with us. Since the lamp -
stand was ham mered out of one piece of solid gold, it also pres ents
the truth that there is only one God.
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I.
• All are equal before the Lord.

• His salvation keeps us out of sin.

• They are the five ascension gift ministries given to equip the
saints for ministry until we all attain to the unity of the faith and
become a mature man in Christ.

• The tenons signify the ministry of the “laying on of hands.”

J. The souls of be liev ers who have been washed clean by the blood of 
Christ.

K. These two cov er ings sig nify that Christ (the beau ti ful ten piece
cur tain) dwells in the heart (cur tain of goat’s hear) of be liev ers.

L.
• Moses represents Christ.

• Aaron and his sons represent elders.

• The Levites represent deacons.

M. Wherever God is present in the church, we can expect the
ministry of angels.

CHAPTER TEN:

A. Yes. The re lig ious struc tures and king doms that men have built
in the name of God will be shaken.

B. Hag gai 2:6

C. When it is ac cord ing to God’s word.

D. At the re turn of Christ (Reve la tion 22:12; Mat thew 17:27).

E. Re demp tive.

F. Ser vanthood.

G. Unity, for there would be only one flock.

H. To love the Lord Je sus Christ (John 21:15-17).
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CHAPTER ELEVEN:

A. This is the only name given to the church to in voke the  author ity
of God.

B. They will in herit heaven and earth.

C. Be ing in sub mis sion to Christ.

D. Be ing filled with the Holy Spirit.

E. Great power be cause the heav ens will be open and free of the
pres ence of Sa tan, but great per se cu tion on earth be cause of his in -
flu ence through the anti- christ.

F. The self- cen tered will of be liev ers.

G. Yes

H. The char ac ter or na ture of God.

I. All spiri tual author ity has been given by the Lord Je sus Christ,
and it can be dele gated to oth ers. On the other hand, spiri tual
power is resi dent within in di vidu als and can not be dele gated.

CHAPTER TWELVE:

A. No

B. A turn ing to God that leads to His glory (2 Cor in thi ans 4:17).

C. His glory.

D. He re turns in a glo ri fied body, visi bly, in the clouds and with the
pres ence of an gels.

E. At the re turn of Christ (Ro mans 8:23; Philip pi ans 3:20-21).

F. When Sa tan, the ac cuser, is cast out of heaven (Reve la tion
12:7-12).

G. It does not teach be liev ers to pre pare for and to over come the
com ing tribu la tion.

H. He will be in car nate in the man of law less ness, the an ti christ (2
Thes sa lo ni ans 2:3-4).
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I. It was built to bring Noah and his fam ily safely through the flood
which was a time of great tribu la tion.

J. To love and pray for those be liev ers who do not un der stand God’s
pur pose to re store the lord ship and head ship of Christ in the
church, and to pre pare her for the glory and con flict that will close
this age.

K. It warns be liev ers to day to be sure that they cor rectly un der stand 
how He  is go ing to re turn.
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