




Pro logue

Af ter His res ur rec tion, Je sus as cended on high in or der to fill all things (Greek,
PAS – ev ery thing, i.e., “the whole uni verse” – NIV, Amp. [Ephe sians 4:10]). He
in tended to fill the whole cre ation with His glory. In or der to im ple ment His
strat egy, He be gan giv ing gifts to His peo ple. He gave some apos tles, proph ets,
evan ge lists, pas tors and teach ers that He might bring forth on earth an in te grated 
sin gu lar cor po rate man that would ap pear at first glance to be head less. But He
would be its head func tion ing from heaven. From the right hand of the Maj esty
on high, He would co or di nate a mir a cle on earth – many peo ple mov ing as one
both in their lived–out faith and in their knowl edge of Him (Ephe sians 4:8 – 13). 
Here would be His means of re veal ing His glory on earth.

Fill ing heaven with His glory did not take long. When He as cended, He re ceived 
do min ion, glory, and a king dom which would en dure for ever (Dan iel 7:13 –
14). When He sat down to rule, He did so hav ing re ceived all au thor ity in
heaven and on earth with the ex pec ta tion that ev ery en emy op pos ing Him would 
be made a foot stool for His feet (He brews 1:13). But the pro cess of ful fill ing His 
work on earth has in deed been tak ing a bit lon ger. One pri mary rea son is that the
five min is tries have not clearly un der stood their mis sion – to con trib ute to ward
spe cific lo cal ex am ples and ex pres sions of what seems to be a head less cor po -
rate body that some how by grace is re veal ing one heart and mind – even the
mind of Christ. To la bor for this mir a cle re quires hu mil ity, ac count abil ity, and
teachableness. And the saints will never come to such a life style if their lead ers
are not walk ing it out as an ex am ple be fore them. Proph ets sim ply must live
their lives in a way that ex presses their need for teach ers (and the other min is -
tries) around them to whom they are ac count able. And viceversa. This re quires
them to serve in lo cal church set tings. Or if they have been sent out to serve in
the larger body of Christ, they must then at some point re turn and func tion with
lo cal ac count abil ity un til the Lord re leases them again.

Be cause many have not un der stood what the Lord is es tab lish ing on earth in or -
der to fill it with His glory, we have many who func tion as sin gu lar min is tries –
like Old Tes ta ment proph ets in a New Tes ta ment era. With New Tes ta ment
proph ets, es pe cially, it is easy to see why they would do this. But the winds of
change are blow ing. Christ must be re vealed from heaven in and through lo cal
func tion ing ex pres sions of His body.

Owen Carey lives his life to see this vi sion come to pass. His quest is Christ - to
know Him and to see Him re vealed not only in in di vid ual lives but in the cor po -
rate gath er ings of His peo ple as well. He car ries an ap os tolic grace to point out
when peo ple pro mote any other agenda. He does this not in or der to spe cif i cally
cause a con flict but be cause one who lays the foun da tion of Je sus Christ in the
house that He is build ing sim ply has no choice in the mat ter. No agenda but
Christ. Or, as Paul said, “For to me, to live is Christ” (Philippians 1:21). In con -
clu sion, God pri mar ily used proph ets to write the Old Tes ta ment Scrip tures and
apos tles to write the New Tes ta ment Scrip tures. But the proph ets of to day must
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move into the apos tles’ neigh bor hood. Their min is tries will only be fruit ful in
the ul ti mate sense when they dis cover how to func tion within the ap os tolic vi -
sion.

Don Rum ble – Sep tem ber 2020
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New Testament Prophets
Owen Carey – 2019

Track ing and Proph e sy ing

While be ing pro phetic is about be ing free in the Holy Spirit, the early church
also saw that they needed to fol low some pa ram e ters in their pro phetic min is try.

Let two or three proph ets speak, and let the oth ers pass judg ment. But if a 
rev e la tion is made to an other who is seated, the first one must keep si lent. 
For you can all proph esy one by one, so that all may learn and all may be
ex horted; and the spir its of proph ets are sub ject to proph ets; for God is
not a God of con fu sion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.
(1Corinthians 14:29 – 33)

God does have pa ram e ters for us to fol low as He re stores the min is try of New
Tes ta ment proph ets in these days. Hope fully, this book let will be help ful as we
look at this stra te gic subject.

Here is a ques tion. Do you track what the Holy Spirit says when you gather to -
gether with your lo cal church? Ob vi ously, He is not look ing for our ap plause but 
for our obe di ence. There fore, it is im por tant to track, to fol low what the Holy
Spirit is say ing and then take notes. For ex am ple, aren’t you glad that Doc tor
Luke tracked what the Holy Spirit was say ing when he trav eled with the apos -
tles? His notes and ob ser va tions ul ti mately be came the book of Acts. Clearly,
Luke was a faithful scribe.

One of the func tions of lead er ship is to teach and train peo ple to fol low the lead -
ing of the Holy Spirit. In Romans 8:14 it says, “for all who are be ing led by the
Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” When we hear Him and obey, it is so free -
ing. But it is all go ing some where. When you read the end of the Bi ble, you see
Christ’s Body com ing to gether, His Bride mak ing her self ready. On the other
hand, when we look at her in our own day, we some times won der, “Lord, I don’t
know how You’re go ing to get us to the full stat ure that we see in scrip ture.”
Then the Lord re minds us of Ezekiel when he saw the val ley of dry bones. The
Lord asked him, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And Ezekiel an swered,
“O Lord God, You know.” Then, the Lord had him proph esy into what was hap -
pen ing, to proph esy to the wind/the breath of the Lord.

So, in my own life, I am con stantly proph e sy ing my self into God’s strat egy.
“Lord, you know that the Body will come to gether. Hal le lu jah. You’ll re move
what needs to be re moved and you’ll pour out the grace we need so that Your
Church can be come one.” Scrip ture says that the tes ti mony of Je sus is the spirit
of proph ecy (Rev e la tion 19:10). When God sends some one to tes tify about what 
He has done in them, that is their tes ti mony. But to those lis ten ing, it is pro -
phetic. God is show ing them what they too can have. And so, the tes ti mony of
Je sus, the spirit of the pro phetic, re leases faith – faith to know Him. Here is why
we gather to gether – to know God, to dis cover Him.
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Some Pro phetic His tory

Just for some con text, I would like to share some of the his tory and de vel op ment 
of a num ber of re la tion ships that have been stra te gic in my life and that have car -
ried pro phetic sig nif i cance for me.

Back in the 1970s, God es tab lished a num ber of spir i tual epi cen ters. An epi cen -
ter was a place where He sov er eignly poured out His Spirit and then from there
im pacted a re gion. We saw Him do this in Tulsa, Oklahoma, Mis sis sippi, and
Cal i for nia. In Kingston, New York the Foun tain of Life church be came an epi -
cen ter. The same was true in the won der ful work He was do ing among us in
Laconia, New Hampshire.

In the be gin ning of that par tic u lar move of the Spirit, He used a pro phetic man
named George Henry. I have talked about him many times over the years. He re -
ceived a pro phetic word in the early 1960s that he was to go to north ern New
Eng land and pray for a move of the Holy Spirit. When the Lord gives clear pro -
phetic di rec tion, we have two choices. We can ei ther re ject it or obey it. George
Henry chose to obey the Lord.

And so, though he was old, George quit his job, picked up his fam ily and moved
to north ern New Eng land and be gan to pray. For three years he went from
church to church, scout ing the land. But in place af ter place, He knew that he
had n’t found what he was look ing for. He knew there was more. So, He con tin -
ued to pray. Prayer and en dur ance are so im por tant for us if we want to par tic i -
pate in what God in tends to birth. Some times, we quit so eas ily. Yet af ter three
years of pray ing, George fi nally in his frus tra tion de cided one Sunday to stay
home. Turn ing on his ra dio, he heard a Bap tist min is ter preach ing. God said,
“Start lis ten ing to him. Pray for him. He is one of the men I am go ing to use in
the move of the Holy Spirit.” George, be ing a good ol’ Pen te cos tal, said, “Lord,
he’s a Bap tist!” But the Lord said, “You pray for him. I’m go ing to do some -
thing.”

Af ter that, ev ery Sunday, George got up and turned on the ra dio and lis tened to
this evan gel i cal Bap tist min is ter named Da vid Gbur for about six months. Then
one Sunday af ter turn ing on the ra dio, the brother he had been lis ten ing to was -
n’t there. Some other man was preach ing. George thought, “What’s go ing on?!” 
God said, “Keep pray ing!!” About six months later, George was in vited to a
meet ing. He came in, sat down, and heard one man talk ing to an other. And as he
heard the men speak, he rec og nized one of their voices as the man he had been
hear ing on the ra dio. So, he asked, “Are you Da vid Gbur?” And sure enough, he 
was. So, George knew he was right where he was sup posed to be.

What had hap pened was that there had been much dis cus sion about the bap tism
of the Holy Spirit. So, the lo cal pas tors had in vited Da vid Wilkerson to come
and preach on that sub ject. Guess what hap pened. The Holy Spirit fell! With that 
came a storm and tur moil be cause the men in volved had come from such a di -
ver sity of Chris tian back grounds. In that room was Da vid Gbur, an evan gel i cal
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Bap tist min is ter and with him Don Littlefield and a few other men who had all
come out of their lo cal church (they had got ten the “right foot of fel low ship” out 
of their as sem bly). There was also Bob Mears who was an Amer i can Bap tist
who had got ten filled with the Holy Spirit. And with him was Al Graustein who
even tu ally ran our Chris tian school. Also, there was Percy Abbott who was an
Ad vent Chris tian min is ter. And then there was Keith Bryar who owned Bryar
Mo tor Sport Park which is now New England Speedway.

And so, these men con tin ued to gather to gether and to seek the Lord about what
was to hap pen next. They be gan to ask them selves, “If we were wrong about the
bap tism in the Holy Spirit be long ing only in a past dis pen sa tion of time, what
else have we been wrong about?” So, they de cided to not do any thing un til they
heard from God. And like good Bap tists/Evan gel i cals, they went to the Word of
God. If it was n’t in the Word, then they were n’t go ing to go along with it. Out of
their search came an ab so lutely in cred i ble move of the Holy Spirit. Some years
later, in 1979, Dave Gbur took a church plant ing team to Sa van nah, Geor gia; I
took one to Con cord, New Hamp shire. Then in 1981, John Har wood, a Pen te -
cos tal brother who was plant ing the church with me in vited me to go with him to 
a con fer ence in Williamsport, Penn syl va nia.

Over see ing that con fer ence were three Lat ter Rain men (they had par tic i pated in 
the Lat ter Rain re vival that be gan in Sas katch e wan, Can ada in 1948) – Joe
Crandall, B.J. Pruitt, and Philip Saunders. All the other men who were there
were pas tors of dif fer ent churches. I’ll never for get one of those meet ings. They
started it by say ing, “Okay, to night is a Nug get of Truth night.” I thought, “A
Nug get of Truth. What’s that?” It meant that each of the pas tors would get up
and give a syn op sis of their lat est ser mon or rev e la tion from the Lord. As the
shar ing went on, I was think ing, “Man, what will I share?!” Then one of the
breth ren, Jose Dross gave his Nug get of Truth. And when he did that, the Holy
Spirit gave me a pro phetic word for him. I was say ing to my self, “No. No. No! I
don’t know any body here!” And since Jose had to leave be cause of other ap -
point ments, he put on his over coat and be gan mov ing to ward the door. Then as
he was be ing stopped by var i ous breth ren for fel low ship, I was de bat ing with
the Lord, “Please, please, O Lord. . .” 

Fi nally, it was my turn to share a Nug get. So, I said, “I could give a Nug get of
Truth but I’ve got a pro phetic word for that His panic brother over there. What
should I do with it?” The lead er ship was quite clear. “Go give it to him, brother.
What’s the mat ter with you?”

So, I did and God be gan to move by His Spirit! Peo ple from all over the room
were proph e sy ing over one an other. And it went on for the rest of the night. It
was awe some! When the meet ing ended and we were go ing to get meals or
snacks, these three old Lat ter Rain breth ren came up to me. “Brother Carey, we
want to have break fast with you to mor row. We’ll pick you up at 6:30 am.” “Uh
oh,” I thought. “Why did n’t I give just one word? Why did n’t I keep my mouth
shut?” John Har wood saw me go ing through this and came up to me and said,
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“Well re mem ber what you al ways teach in the churches. ‘If you want to ACT,
stay Ac count able, Cor rect able, and Teach able.’ So, just lis ten to what the broth -
ers have to say. It might be time to take some of your own med i cine.” All right.
All right.

When John and I got back to our mo tel, he went into his room and I went into
mine. Af ter about fif teen min utes of seek ing the Lord, I sensed the Holy Spirit
draw ing me to a par tic u lar scrip ture verse. Im me di ately, I opened the door to go
and tell John. But he was al ready at my door about to knock! God had given us
both a word at the same time. And they were both in Ec cle si as tes. Both were in
chap ter seven. In fact, they were the ex act same verse!

It is good that you grasp one thing and also not let go of the other; for the
one who fears God co mes forth with both of them. (Ec cle si as tes 7:18)

We did n’t have a clue what it meant but we knew it was su per nat u ral, that God
was speak ing to us. We went to bed and then the next morn ing those three men
picked me up. We went to a res tau rant and as we sat there, they said, “Brother
Carey, you have the marks of an old Lat ter Rain man in your life.” “Re ally?”
“Yeah, do you know George Henry?” “What?! Yeah, how do you know him?”
So, I told them the story of how God had used him in New Eng land. Well, they
got up and started danc ing around. What in the world was go ing on?! Then they
said, “Well, brother, Joe Crandall here was the one who proph e sied over
George in 1964 that he was to go to New Eng land. And by the way, the Lord also
told us that you are to preach the word to night.” “Me? I don’t even know you
peo ple. Are you kid ding?” “No, that’s what God told us. He told us that He gave
you a word.” Then I re mem bered Ec cle si as tes 7:18 and how the Lord had given
that verse to me. When I told them, they re plied, “Well, there you go then.”

All day long, I tried to find some thing fresh from the Lord from the verse in Ec -
cle si as tes. I looked in my con cor dance, at var i ous other pas sages in my Bi ble. I
got noth ing – ex cept to fill the trash can in my room with crum pled pa per. Fi -
nally, in my frus tra tion I went to the eve ning meal. I was sit ting there and John
came up. “What are you go ing to share?” “I’m not shar ing any thing. I’m go ing
to tell them I don’t have any thing.” Sure enough, the lead ers got up and told the
story of George Henry. And then they said, “We have a brother here who told us
this amaz ing story. Brother Carey, come on down to the front!” But when I told
them that I did n’t have any thing to share, one of the lead ers said, “Oh just get
down here. God will give it to you on the way.”

So, I did. And by the time I got to the front I knew ex actly what I was go ing to
say. At that time, be cause God was pour ing out His Spirit in the var i ous places
where we min is tered, we had be gun us ing phrases like, “We’re on the cut ting
edge of what God is do ing now.” Af ter all, we were work ing with quite a few el -
ders, we were plant ing a num ber of churches. “We must cer tainly be on the front
lines of God’s work on earth.” But then as I was walk ing to the front of the meet -
ing that night, the Holy Spirit con victed me. And I im me di ately knew that I had
to con fess to the men of that gath er ing what God was say ing to me. “What I’ve
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seen here to night for the first time is that there have been other men who have
gone be fore us. And we have sim ply en tered into their la bors. There fore, on be -
half of the breth ren that I la bor with, I want to re pent to you, for our pride and
our ar ro gance.”

While I was talk ing, un be knownst to me, one of the men had gone out and come
back with a towel and ba sin. Af ter shar ing that scrip ture, “It is good that you
grasp one thing and also not let go of the other; for the one who fears God co -
mes forth with both of them,” I said, “I don’t know how God’s go ing to do this
but some how there is some thing old and some thing new that He is go ing to do in
our midst and we need to be open to it.” Then they came up and be gan wash ing
my feet. And I just sat there cry ing like a baby. It was an amaz ing move of the
Holy Spirit. Since those days, I have tried to honor those who have gone be fore
us as well as try to move with what God is em pha siz ing in the pres ent.

Some years later, I was help ing a group start a church on Long Is land and one
day as I opened my wal let, a slip of pa per fell out with Jose’s name and phone
num ber on it. Since I did n’t re mem ber his last name, I asked one of the broth ers
if the num ber was lo cal. He said that it was. So, I di aled it and Jose an swered.
“Jose, I am on Long Is land. Where are you?” It turned out that he was in
Sayville, the next town over from Bellport where I was. How amaz ing is that?

The truth is that God was mak ing con nec tions among breth ren from all kinds of
dif fer ent back grounds – Pen te cos tal, Lat ter Rain, Char is matic, var i ous de nom i -
na tions, and us – what ever we were. As for us, we were just try ing to rep re sent
the King dom of God the best we knew how. But there were those who just did n’t 
quite know what to do with us. Some would ask us what Bi ble col lege or sem i -
nary we had at tended. My usual re sponse was, “I went to J.C.U., Je sus Christ
Uni ver sity. I ma jored in the Holy Spirit.” So, they’d ask, “Well where is your
home of fice, your head quar ters?” “Well, I guess you could say it’s in heaven!”
“Re ally? Do you guys fol low a cur ric u lum?” “Well yeah, the Bi ble.” To be hon -
est, we did n’t feel like we needed to apol o gize for our lack of for mal ed u ca tion,
but at the same time I think there were some who thought that maybe we were
be ing pride ful, that we thought of our selves as better/more spir i tual than them.
And again, as I dis cov ered in the Williamsport con fer ence, there was in deed an
el e ment of pride in our hearts. But since the days of that con fer ence, we re ally
have tried to honor those who went be fore us, to see our selves as con nected to
the works of God in past gen er a tions. At the same time, we want to learn from
the mis takes of his tory and not re pro duce some of the same weak nesses we see
in the larger Church.

So, as best we knew how, we stud ied God’s Word and tried to build in His house
ac cord ing to what was writ ten. Later in 1981, Don Rum ble and I were in vited to
speak at a con fer ence in Spring field, Mas sa chu setts. We had n’t met be fore and I
don’t re mem ber who spoke first but we both pro claimed the cen tral ity of Je sus.
Later, we were up al most the whole night fellow ship ping around that theme. It
was clear that God was con nect ing us relationally. The church that Don was
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from had been founded through an em pha sis on teach ing from the word of God.
On the other hand, our ex pe ri ence had been more rooted in pro phetic min is try.
And so, as we dis cov ered each other, God be gan to stra te gi cally con nect the pro -
phetic and the di dac tic. Clearly, proph ets and teach ers must see their need for
each other and learn to walk to gether as peers in ac count able re la tion ship. And
the Lord has con tin ued to strengthen that re la tion ship and many oth ers over the
years. In fact, you could say that God’s King dom was like leaven hid den in the
lump of those days and yet also slowly spreading. And it continues to expand
today.

Then we found out that the brother of one of our el ders was Dr. Chuck Farah, a
pro fes sor of the ol ogy at O.R.U. He too was a mem ber of an epi cen ter New Tes -
ta ment church that met there in Tulsa, Oklahoma. They were build ing with a
plu ral ity of el ders and seek ing to keep Christ cen tral in their midst. And they
were also pro claim ing in the city a proper un der stand ing of faith. Dr. Farah had
writ ten an ex tremely stra te gic book called “From the Pin na cle of the Tem ple,”
where he taught the dif fer ence be tween faith and pre sump tion. But be cause
there was so much teach ing on the power of faith in that city, Chuck found him -
self em broiled in a cer tain amount of con tro versy. But God was with him and he
func tioned at O.R.U. as a pro fes sor un til he re tired.

So, God was con nect ing us to an other epi cen ter. He had sov er eignly poured out
His Spirit in Tulsa and the breth ren there had gone to the Scrip tures as we had.
One of those men, Jim Gar ret be gan call ing to gether an an nual Con clave of el -
ders in St. Louis, Mis souri. Breth ren who func tioned as lo cal el ders would come 
from all over the coun try. Some were from big churches, some from lit tle ones,
and some even from house churches. We would come to wor ship and to prayer -
fully dis cuss top ics that were rel e vant to the day. Since Jim was a Greek and He -
brew scholar, we could get into some pretty in-depth stud ies. He along with
some other broth ers would do pa pers on var i ous as pects of New Tes ta ment
church life. And then there would be times of dis cus sion around what had been
pre sented. “How does that ap ply to Cal i for nia? How does that ap ply to cold,
dead New Eng land?” We all be gan to be broad ened and deep ened in our re la -
tion ships with the Lord and with each other.

Then three years ago, it be gan to change. We be gan to re al ize that be cause some
of the lead ers from these churches were young, they could not af ford to go to the 
Con clave. It would sim ply cost them too much to take a week off from work and
then travel to St. Louis. While they might have a won der ful time at tend ing, their
fam i lies would suf fer. So, to ad dress this prob lem, we sought the Lord. And in
our hearts, we felt that He was say ing, “Break up into re gional gath er ings.” So
since then, we have had two re gional gath er ings out of which then came the Pro -
phetic Con fer ence that we had in Kingston, NY in Sep tem ber 2019.

I wanted to put this his tory down on pa per in or der to more clearly pres ent what
God was do ing in our part of His king dom lead ing to where we are to day.
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In my own lo cal church, New Tes ta ment Chris tian Fel low ship, we are seek ing
to walk to gether as a pro phetic peo ple. One ex am ple of this is what we call “Re -
mem ber the Deeds of the Lord” Sunday. On the last Sunday of each year we ask
ev ery one in the Body to come and be pre pared to share at least one tes ti mony of
what the Lord did for them the pre vi ous year. Then as peo ple tes ti fied, faith was
then built up in the hearts of ev ery one else. We would con clude by then say ing
to the peo ple, “Okay. Thank you for shar ing what God has done for you last
year. Now next week we’re ask ing you to come pre pared to tell us what you be -
lieve God will be do ing for you this com ing year.” So, for us, the next Sunday,
the first of the new year has be come known as “Pro phetic Sunday”.

And like clock work, ev ery year, God has shown His faith ful ness by point ing us
back to what He had spo ken pro phet i cally and how he ful filled His word. At the
same time, He then al ways points us for ward to the com ing year. We are dis cov -
er ing how im por tant it is to be a pro phetic peo ple. The prob lem is that there is
way too much weird ness that seems to ac com pany so much of what is called
pro phetic in the Lord’s Church. This year (2019) God spoke to us about change,
change in the midst of tur moil. All through out the year that is what we heard.
Then a few months ago when I vis ited the Kingston, NY area, Ber tha Rum ble
(Don’s mom who is 98 years old) had a word, “A storm is com ing! Sharpen the
point of your sword and get rid of all fear.” Then God gave me a word to preach
to the churches based on what she had heard.

To day as we seek to be a pro phetic peo ple, prob lems abound. There can be a cer -
tain amount of weird ness that peo ple can fall into and we must learn to shep herd
the is sues that arise. I think that is why Paul in structed the church in
Thessalonica to, “not de spise pro phetic ut ter ances. But ex am ine ev ery thing
care fully; hold fast to that which is good” (1Thessalonians 5:20 – 21). Sep a rat -
ing out what is worth less from what is pre cious is a ma jor part of the task we
face as we move for ward in the pur pose of God.

He has taught us many les sons in the last fifty years since the out pour ing of the
Holy Spirit in the 1970s. And what we have learned has been well worth the
blood, sweat, and tears.

Old and New Tes ta ment Proph ets

I am of ten asked, “What do you think of all the pro phetic min is try tak ing place
across the na tion?” My an swer is this, “I see a lot of peo ple func tion ing like Old 
Tes ta ment proph ets in a New Tes ta ment era.” Most of them when asked to de -
fine what it is to be pro phetic will use Old Tes ta ment ex am ples like Jer e miah,
Eli jah, Elisha, or Ezekiel, etc. But what about the New Tes ta ment? What is a
New Tes ta ment prophet?

Here is just one ex am ple of a sit u a tion I ex pe ri enced. Some breth ren who were
host ing a pro phetic con fer ence asked me to be a speaker. Don Rum ble and I had
pre vi ously trav eled fre quently to speak at var i ous con fer ences and churches.
But over time, we be gan to feel that what we were do ing had the fla vor of pro -
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mot ing some thing. Like we had some thing to sell. But God had n’t called us to
ad vo cate for any thing or any one – just to be faith ful in what He had given us to
do. So, we felt that we were to step back from the whirl wind of ac tiv ity. It was
no lon ger to be about “get ting the word out to as many as would lis ten.” God
was do ing fine at ex tend ing His king dom on the earth. So, I was in a bit of tur -
moil about whether I should speak at this spe cific con fer ence. But then the Lord
spoke very clearly to me that I should go. So, at the first meet ing, I was sit ting in
the des ig nated seat ing area re served for those who would speak, and a man who
was also go ing to be a speaker came and sat next to me. He had two young men
walk ing be hind him. One was car ry ing his Bi ble and the other his brief case.
When I asked him, “What is go ing on? These two young men –?one car ry ing
your Bi ble, the other your brief case.” He said, “They are my ar mor bear ers.” I
was shocked. “Re ally. Does n’t that seem a bit Old Tes ta ment to you? Does n’t the 
New Tes ta ment teach that you should be car ry ing theirs? Je sus came to serve,
not to be served.” You know what he did? He moved his seat!

And this was some one who was in flu enc ing oth ers from a lead er ship role in the
realm of pro phetic min is try in our na tion.

In the Old Tes ta ment, the Holy Spirit would anoint proph ets to give di rec tion to
cer tain in di vid u als, or to the na tions of Is rael or Ju dah, or to their kings. Some -
times they proph e sied over var i ous Gen tile na tions as well. Very of ten it was di -
rec tive, a re buke for cer tain sins, or a cor rec tion of some sort. For ex am ple,
when King Da vid sinned with Bathsheba, God sent Na than the prophet to con -
front him. When he re al ized that his sin was found out, he cried out to God,
“Take not Your Holy Spirit from me.” In the Old Tes ta ment, only a few peo ple
here and there were anointed to proph esy. And Da vid was one of them. But
when those who proph e sied sinned, the Holy Spirit could de part and lift off of
their lives. Think of King Saul who had in deed proph e sied at one time but who
had then turned away in his heart. The Scrip ture says that Saul feared Da vid be -
cause the Lord was with Da vid and had de parted from Saul (1Samuel 18:12).

New Tes ta ment Proph ets

On the other hand, the New Tes ta ment teaches that with the death and res ur rec -
tion of Christ, a new era be gan. No tice what the writer to the He brews said.

God, af ter He spoke long ago to the fa thers in the proph ets in many por -
tions and in many ways, in these last days has spo ken to us in His Son
(He brews 1:1 – 2).

All through the Old Tes ta ment, the pro phetic view was al ways look ing for ward
in time. Some day the Mes siah would come and ev ery thing would change. And
this fu ture hope rested on a prom ise made by Is rael’s God. And no mat ter how
spir i tual or obe di ent His peo ple were, they sim ply could not come into the full
stat ure of what He had in mind when He cre ated man (He brews 11:39 – 40). But
when Je sus arose from the dead, His in struc tions were clear. His fol low ers were
to wait for the prom ise of the Fa ther (Luke 24:49). What God had prom ised was
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now about to come from heaven into the hearts of His peo ple. What was the
prom ise? It was God Him self pour ing out His own pres ence in a per ma nent
abid ing way into those who be lieved. An in va sion of the earth from heaven
began in Acts Chapter 2.

And this pres ence of God is given to all of His chil dren with the prom ise to
never leave or for sake us, ever. Talk about a com mit ment! Think of what Paul
said to Tim o thy. “God…has saved us and called us with a holy call ing...” (2
Tim o thy 1:9). In other words, if you are saved, then you are called – with a holy
call ing. And it is not ac cord ing to any thing that we can do or achieve on our
own. It is all ac cord ing to His grace and His pur pose which He granted us in
Christ be fore the world be gan. There fore, when we be gin to catch the New Tes -
ta ment vi sion, we see that we are all saved, that we are all called, and that we are 
all anointed.

“As for you, the anoint ing which you re ceived from Him abides in you,
and you have no need for any one to teach you; but as His anoint ing
teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has
taught you, you abide in Him.” (1John 2:27)

The anointed One, Je sus the Christ has come into our lives and has be gun to live
His life in us and through us. And so, what of ten hap pens is that when oth ers see
Him mak ing Him self known in our lives, they say, “Wow, were you ever
anointed to day!” But what they re ally mean is that they saw less of us and more
of the Anointed One aris ing in us. But un for tu nately, in many places, the anoint -
ing is de scribed as “some thing that hap pens” when the Holy Spirit moves upon
you.

One of the first times I ran into this was in Con cord, NH. We were hav ing a joint
New Year’s Eve meet ing with an other church. We had gath ered sim ply to wor -
ship. And when the meet ing was over, we were all go ing to go down stairs and
wel come in the new year with fel low ship and eat ing a meal to gether. So, the
pas tor said to me, “Owen, I have to go up and make some an nounce ments. I’ll
be right back.” But when he got to the front, he said some thing like this. “And
(ah), re fresh ments are served (ah)!! Down stairs(ah)!” with great em pha sis on
the words. I was think ing, “What in the world was that?” Af ter ward, I asked
him about it and he said, “That’s the Holy Spirit.” But in my own mind I was
think ing, “I can’t imag ine God walk ing around heaven go ing uh, ah, unh, o,
ah!” In ac tu al ity, it was sim ply what I would call a learned Pentecostalism, an
ac quired way of speak ing.

Un for tu nately, while many breth ren may claim that they be lieve in the cen tral ity 
of Je sus, it seems that many do not un der stand the im pli ca tions of that truth as it
re lates to how they should be in te grated with the Church. And if they be gin to
sense that God is call ing them to be a prophet, it then be comes easy for them to
sim ply func tion like an Old Tes ta ment prophet. There are many ex am ples of this 
on the internet to day. But God in tends to bring this im por tant min is try into its
proper New Tes ta ment role as revealed in the New Testament.
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Just one ob vi ous ques tion is: “What hap pens when a par tic u lar proph ecy does -
n’t come to pass?” I called one of these well-known pro phetic broth ers and
asked him that spe cific ques tion. He said, “Well, it is con tin gent on the per son’s
re sponse to the word.” I’m think ing, “Oh. So, it’s their fault that you missed
God!” In the Old Tes ta ment, if your proph ecy did n’t come to pass, the Scrip ture
says that you should be stoned to death (Deu ter on omy 18:20 – 22). Ob vi ously,
there were ex cep tions to the rule (e.g., think Nineveh in Jo nah’s day or God
chang ing His mind and de cid ing to give He ze kiah an other fif teen years of life –
2Kings 20), yet God’s stan dard was clear. Proph ets who mis rep re sented the
Lord were held ac count able in an ul ti mate sense – they paid with their lives.
Maybe func tion ing like an Old Tes ta ment prophet is not so ap peal ing af ter all.

So, to day. Pro phetic min is ters will be in vited to speak at a lo cal church and will
then give di rec tion to the lead ers and to the peo ple there be cause that is what
they think a prophet is sup posed to do. Ev ery one then is strongly en cour aged to
honor what the prophet has spo ken. But if what they have spo ken does not come
to pass, then it is seen as the peo ple’s fault. Clearly, some thing has to change.

Where is the prophet’s ac count abil ity for what he is say ing and do ing?

The Whole Church is to be Pro phetic

God has given His Holy Spirit to the whole Church so that we may all come to
know His lead ing and di rec tion. So, if any be liever gives a word of knowl edge
or a word of wis dom con cern ing the di rec tion of the church, that word should
bear wit ness to the whole Body. When the Holy Spirit moves through His peo -
ple, since He is not an au thor of con fu sion, He will bring clar ity. And when He
does, He will not be speak ing only through one very gifted in di vid ual but rather
through those who are led by the Spirit of God, the sons of God (Romans 8:14).
There fore, heav enly strat egy re quires that there be meet ings where we come to -
gether to equip and train peo ple to move in cor po rate pro phetic ac cu racy. Gen u -
ine New Tes ta ment proph ets will be key in such training.

God, af ter He spoke long ago to the fa thers in the proph ets in many por -
tions and in many ways, in these last days has spo ken to us in His Son,
whom He ap pointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the
world. (He brews 1:1 – 2)

In the New Tes ta ment, God speaks to us in and through His Son. And His Son
lives in each and ev ery one of us. It seems that some have missed this foun da -
tional truth.

When Je sus had fin ished giv ing in struc tions to His twelve dis ci ples, He
de parted from there to teach and preach in their cit ies. Now when John,
while im pris oned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his dis ci -
ples and said to Him, “Are You the Ex pected One, or shall we look for
some one else?” (Mat thew 11:1 – 3)
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If we fail to un der stand how God uses af flic tion in our lives, we could then very
eas ily find our per spec tive of Him and of His pur pose neg a tively af fected when
we en coun ter ad ver sity. This is what hap pened to John the Bap tist. “Are You re -
ally the One?” Of course, John had an nounced that Je sus was the one Is rael was
wait ing for. In fact, when he saw the Lord com ing to him for bap tism, he tried to
stop Him. “Lord, you should be bap tiz ing me!” But no. Je sus sub mit ted to
John’s bap tism to ful fill all righ teous ness, to ful fill the Scrip tures. So, when Je -
sus came up from the wa ter, John im me di ately saw the heav ens opened and the
Holy Spirit com ing down in bodily form as a dove upon Him. Clearly, John
knew that Je sus was the Mes siah. He then heard God the Fa ther say, “This is My
be loved Son in whom I am well pleased.” Even though John had ex pe ri enced
such amaz ing events, yet from prison he found him self ask ing, “Are You re ally
the one?”

Ad ver sity can af fect your per spec tive. This is why God’s peo ple need ed i fi ca -
tion, ex hor ta tion, and con so la tion.

So, Je sus re sponded to the dis ci ples whom John had sent to ques tion Him.

Je sus an swered and said to them, “Go and re port to John what you hear
and see: the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk, the lep ers are
cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the POOR HAVE
THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM. And blessed is he who does not
take of fense at Me.” (Mat thew 11:4 – 6)

End of the Old and Be gin ning of the New
As these men were go ing away, Je sus be gan to speak to the crowds about
John, “What did you go out into the wil der ness to see? A reed shaken by
the wind? But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft cloth ing? 
Those who wear soft cloth ing are in kings’ pal aces! But what did you go
out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a
prophet. This is the one about whom it is writ ten, ‘BEHOLD, I SEND MY
MESSENGER AHEAD OF YOU, WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY
BEFORE YOU.’ “Truly I say to you, among those born of women there
has not arisen any one greater than John the Bap tist!” (Mat thew 11:7 –
11)

Of all the proph ets who ever lived, none were greater than John. Yet he still had
doubts and ques tions at that mo ment. Think about it: Eli jah, Ezekiel, Jer e miah,
Abra ham, Mo ses, and all the Old Tes ta ment proph ets. None of these mighty
men of faith were greater than John. In fact, while they were all proph ets, he was 
more than a prophet. Why? Be cause all of them in their pro phetic min is tries
pointed for ward to the com ing of the Mes siah. But John ac tu ally in tro duced
Him. And through him, the King dom of God could now come into a focused
clarity.

But look at how Je sus con cluded His in struc tion to the crowds.
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Yet the one who is least in the king dom of heaven is greater than he. (Mat -
thew 11:11)

If you feel like you might be the least in God’s King dom, take en cour age ment
from this thought. You are greater than the great est proph ets who ever lived.
You are greater even than John the Bap tist, of whom Je sus said that no one of Is -
rael’s mighty heroes of the faith were greater than him. What many peo ple miss
is that right here at this junc ture in Mat thew’s gos pel, God is giv ing us a snap -
shot of the end of the Old Tes ta ment and the be gin ning of the New. This spe cific
con ver sa tion puts us on the pin na cle of the Old, as we con sider John. But at the
same time, we sud denly find our hearts stag gered as it hits us that in con sid er ing
Je sus, we are see ing the emerg ing of the New. Je sus had come to ful fill what was 
writ ten and it was now happening for all to see.

Hear Him!!!
Six days later Je sus took with Him Pe ter and James and John his brother, 
and led them up on a high moun tain by them selves. And He was trans fig -
ured be fore them; and His face shone like the sun, and His gar ments be -
came as white as light. And be hold, Mo ses and Eli jah ap peared to them,
talk ing with Him. Pe ter said to Je sus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if 
You wish, I will make three ta ber na cles here, one for You, and one for
Mo ses, and one for Eli jah.” While he was still speak ing, a bright cloud
over shad owed them, and be hold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This is
My be loved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; lis ten to Him!” When the
dis ci ples heard this, they fell face down to the ground and were ter ri fied.
And Je sus came to them and touched them and said, “Get up, and do not
be afraid.” And lift ing up their eyes, they saw no one ex cept Je sus Him -
self alone. (Mat thew 17:1-8)

Why did God have Mo ses and Eli jah ap pear with Je sus? One rea son is that it ex -
pressed a pro phetic pic ture. Mo ses rep re sented the Law and Eli jah rep re sented
the Old Tes ta ment proph ets. And these two men rep re sent ing the Law and the
proph ets met with Je sus and then dis ap peared leav ing Je sus stand ing alone. The
mes sage? Their work in point ing for ward to the com ing of Christ was done.
Now their lives, min is tries, and pro phetic words were to be seen as ful filled in
Him. Je sus would now be the fo cal point for in ter pret ing all of scrip ture. To day
we no lon ger build ta ber na cles or sa cred tents to honor men. We have one Man,
one Head of the Church, even Je sus Christ. Since the em pha sis of the Bi ble is
now all about the ful fill ment of what was proph e sied in the Old Tes ta ment – the
com ing of the Mes siah and the es tab lish ing of his King dom on earth, the main
work that we must be pres ently engaged in is quite simple – we must believe in
Him.

Je sus an swered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you be -
lieve in Him whom He has sent.” (John 6:29).
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The fo cus of the New Tes ta ment is that we be lieve in Christ, in His pres ent work
of bring ing God’s king dom on earth. It is not com ing in a way readily ap par ent
to peo ple (Luke 17:20), rather, it is com ing in a hid den way, like leaven (Mat -
thew 13:33). And if peo ple are not born of the Spirit, they can not even see it
(John 3:3). So, the in struc tion of scrip ture is clear – we must believe!

One mark of fail ing to be lieve in Him is when we try to make His king dom
come, to make it hap pen. For some, the key to see ing king dom growth is to go to 
the lat est church growth sem i nar or to find the lat est good ideas in a Chris tian
pub li ca tion on how to rev o lu tion ize their city for God. But God is say ing, “Pray 
for My king dom to come and then re ceive it as it co mes.” And the key to it all is
to hear Him. God’s strat egy is now avail able to ev ery one of us, even if we are in
groups as small as two or three gath ered in His name. When we come to gether,
we can hear and re spond to His lead ing to share from our hearts what He is re -
veal ing to us. We can read from scrip ture what the Holy Spirit is em pha siz ing.
But it is all about hear ing Him! Here is God’s king dom em pha sis – hear Him.
Why? Be cause His pres ence is now avail able to us all. It is not about some spe -
cial man or woman. Je sus said that if you are the least in the King dom then you
are greater than all the proph ets of the Old Tes ta ment. Why would we ever want
to change what He has pur chased for us or go back into what pre dated it?

When Je sus Died on the Cross
And be hold, the veil of the tem ple was torn in two from top to bot tom; and
the earth shook and the rocks were split. The tombs were opened, and
many bod ies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and com ing
out of the tombs af ter His res ur rec tion they en tered the holy city and ap -
peared to many. (Mat thew 27:51 – 53)

Un til Je sus died on the cross, heaven was closed. When you died, you went to
the Neth er world, the place of de parted spir its. In the Old Tes ta ment it was called 
Sheol. We know from the story of Laz a rus and the rich man that there was a
great chasm fixed be tween the righ teous and the wicked (Luke 16:19 – 31). On
one side of this void was Abra ham’s bosom and on the other side was Hades.
When the righ teous died, they went to Abra ham’s bosom; the wicked went to
Hades. But when Je sus died, He de scended into the place of the de parted spir its
and made proc la ma tion of what He had just done (1Peter 3:19). Then when He
as cended back to heaven, “HE LED CAPTIVE A HOST OF CAPTIVES” (Ephe -
sians 4:8).

He was lead ing the way for the righ teous into the very pres ence of God in
heaven. In fact, when He died on the cross, the tombs of many righ teous ones
were opened and af ter His res ur rec tion, they ap peared on the streets of Je ru sa -
lem. (Mat thew 27:52 – 53). Some one might have been walk ing in the city and
sud denly saw a fa mil iar face. “Wait, you look like Un cle Leroy!” And the per son 
might have said, “I am Un cle Leroy!” AAAAAAhhhhh! But the Good News is
that heaven was now ac ces si ble and open in a way it never was be fore.

15



It is true that not all be liev ers are called to be proph ets but all are to be pro phetic. 
All may not be evan ge lists but all are to be evan ge lis tic. All may not be teach ers
but all are called to teach. We may not all be apos tles but we are all called to be
ap os tolic. When Je sus sent out the twelve apos tles to pro claim the King dom of
God, they came back and gave an ac count of what they had done (Luke 9:1 – 6,
10). But then soon af ter ward, He sent out sev enty more of those who fol lowed
Him (Luke 10:1 – 16). Did that mean that now there were eighty-two apos tles?
No. In the first group He was equip ping and train ing apos tles; in the sec ond, He
was equip ping fol low ers to be ap os tolic. God’s vi sion is for the whole Church of 
Christ to become an apostolic people.

The five min is tries listed in Ephe sians 4:11 are not po si tions or of fices for some
lead ers to hold in God’s Church. Rather, they are de scrip tions of lead ers to
whom God has sim ply given some mea sure of His grace. As they each learn to
func tion in the grace that He has given to them, God will through them equip
His peo ple for the work of serv ing oth ers re sult ing in Christ’s body be ing ed i -
fied/built up. The work of serv ing re veals Christ. Many folks have missed the
fact that the King of the uni verse is a foot washer. He did not come to be served,
but to serve and we are all to be equipped to do the same (John 13:12 – 17; Mat -
thew 20:25 – 28).

Pe ter writes about his ex pe ri ence on the Mount of Trans fig u ra tion:

For we did not fol low clev erly de vised tales when we made known to you
the power and com ing of our Lord Je sus Christ, but we were eye wit nesses 
of His maj esty. For when He re ceived honor and glory from God the Fa -
ther, such an ut ter ance as this was made to Him by the Ma jes tic Glory,
“This is My be loved Son with whom I am well-pleased” — and we our -
selves heard this ut ter ance made from heaven when we were with Him on
the holy moun tain. So we have the pro phetic word made more sure, to
which you do well to pay at ten tion as to a lamp shin ing in a dark place,
un til the day dawns and the morn ing star arises in your hearts. (2Peter
1:16 – 19)

I don’t think Pe ter fully un der stood what was hap pen ing when he was on that
moun tain. Af ter he made the sug ges tion about set ting up a few tents, God re -
sponded with the words, “Hear Him!” I can imag ine Pe ter think ing, “Well I do.
I hear Him ev ery day.” But the words from heaven con tin ued to echo in his
heart. “Hear Him!” Later, he re al ized that God had been speak ing sov er eignly
from heaven not just to him but through him to all who would lis ten. The truth is
that we all need God in struct ing and equip ping us to “hear Him.” For Pe ter, the
day dawned and the morn ing star arose in his heart (the lights went on in him/it
clicked) and from that point on, his whole fo cus in life was to hear Him.

When Rev e la tion Co mes

Some years ago, I was mentoring a young man who was con duct ing a Bi ble
study in our city with some other men. One day when we got to gether, it was
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clear that he was frus trated with the breth ren in the study group. “Why don’t they 
get it? All these truths that God has shown you and I that are cen tral to our lives. 
I try to share these with them and they look at me like I have three eyes!” I asked, 
“Well, how did you come to un der stand these truths?” His re sponse was,
“What?” “How did it hap pen for you?” I re peated. His re sponse was, “God
showed it to me.” So, I re plied, “Are you God now? Can you give rev e la tion?
Be fore you meet with those folks do you pray and ask for a spirit of wis dom and
rev e la tion to come upon that meet ing? Think of what Paul was do ing when he
wrote the book of Ephe sians. He said,

 I pray that the God of our Lord Je sus Christ, the glo ri ous Fa ther, would
give you a spirit of wis dom and rev e la tion in the knowl edge of Him.”
(Ephe sians 1:17 HCSB)

Think of it. Even when a man was writ ing the inerrant word of God, more was
needed. The Ephe sians needed the Spirit of God to come upon them as they read 
what Paul wrote! God was needed in both the writ ing and then the read ing of His 
word.

From that point on, this young man would pray reg u larly for rev e la tion to come
to those in the study group. And when he shared the truths that God had re vealed 
to him, some of them be gan to see with in creased clar ity. Clearly, we all need
God to open up His word to us so that we can see Him in it. Gen u ine king dom in -
sight co mes by rev e la tion, and rev e la tion co mes by His mercy. And if that is
true, why would we ever act like we are better than oth ers who do not see what
we do? As if our in sight is our own per sonal pos ses sion that we some how
earned! All of us need to start pray ing that God would give us wis dom and rev e -
la tion. Rev e la tion sim ply means that we be gin to see truth that we would never
have per ceived if God had not shown us. And then wis dom is what God gives us
so that we can know what to do with what we now see.

It was so en cour ag ing to me when this dear brother stepped up into a new place
of in sight and was able to help equip those in his study group in see ing the Lord.
In other words, the day dawned in his heart, the morn ing star arose, it clicked for 
him just like it had for Pe ter.

Paul ex pe ri enced the same pro cess. Re fer ring to the gos pel that he preached, he
said:

For I nei ther re ceived it from man, nor was I taught it, but I re ceived it
through a rev e la tion of Je sus Christ. (Galatians 1:12)

I don’t mean to be hard on these men and women who say that they are proph ets
or proph et esses and yet de fine it all by the Old Tes ta ment. What they are say ing
is prob a bly based on what they have been taught. But some thing needs to click
in their hearts. When that hap pens, they will go about their min is tries dif fer -
ently. If we are to con sider just what a New Tes ta ment prophet looks like, let us
cen ter our an swers in the New Testament.
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What Does a New Tes ta ment Prophet Do?
So then you are no lon ger strang ers and aliens, but you are fel low cit i -
zens with the saints, and are of God’s house hold, hav ing been built on the 
foun da tion of the apos tles and proph ets, Christ Je sus Him self be ing the
cor ner stone, in whom the whole build ing, be ing fit ted to gether, is grow -
ing into a holy tem ple in the Lord, in whom you also are be ing built to -
gether into a dwell ing of God in the Spirit. (Ephe sians 2:19 –22)

The foun da tion of the house that God is build ing to re veal His glory is laid by
His apos tles and proph ets. Ex actly who or what is the foun da tion? Is it a set of
doc trinal prin ci ples? Paul was clear. 

For no man can lay a foun da tion other than the one which is laid, which
is Je sus Christ. (1Corinthians 3:11)

The per son of Je sus Christ is that foun da tion. The Scrip tures say that God has
al ready es tab lished Him as the pre cious Stone upon which He is build ing (Isa iah 
28:16). But since Cal vary, God has been re leas ing His grace through His apos -
tles and proph ets to re veal that re al ity – not just to talk about it but to make it
man i fest. Their unique call ing is to bear Christ’s pres ence into sit u a tions in such
a way that His peo ple seek to gather to and around Him as the cen ter of both
their in di vid ual lives and then also their cor po rate lives. This means that or ga ni -
za tional ap proaches to build ing God’s house must cease. His peo ple must move
for ward in only one way; we must hear Him. Strong sin gu lar lead ers of churches 
and streams of churches must make way for Christ to be cen tral in the lead er ship 
role. Only He can be the head. Only He can be the Chief Shepherd.

And He gave some as apos tles, and some as proph ets, and some as evan -
ge lists, and some as pas tors and teach ers, for the equip ping of the saints
for the work of ser vice, to the build ing up of the body of Christ. (Ephe -
sians 4:11 – 12)

The Body of Christ will grow if overseers will re lease their grip. They must
over see/watch over God’s peo ple, not con trol them. Of course, such an ap -
proach means that if the peo ple have the lib erty to speak, then the lead ers must
have the lib erty to bring cor rec tion when nec es sary. Proper over sight will lead
not to spir i tual an ar chy but to Christ be ing re vealed in His peo ple, rather than
just in a few lead ers. And so, our job is to equip and teach be liev ers how to serve
like Je sus did. Some lead ers have taken the five–fold min is tries (apos tle,
prophet, evan ge list, pas tor and teacher) and made them into of fi cial po si tions in
the Church.  The words apos tle or prophet etc. then be come ti tles ex press ing
their au thor ity. But they are not of fi cial po si tions to be held; they are equip ping
func tions em pow ered by the grace of God. Je sus gave these gifts to His cor po -
rate body when He as cended back to heaven. And He did so to pre pare us so that
the whole Church can come forth in ac tive ser vice. When this pro cess hap pens,
ev ery body plays a part be cause we are all to be pro phetic/ap os tolic/pas to ral etc.
These min is tries sim ply teach us how to con nect relationally with the foun da -
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tion of God’s house, with the liv ing per son of Je sus Christ, and then to serve like 
He served in whatever capacity He has called each of us.

Gifts of the Spirit

Just like men have mis ap plied the role of the five–fold min is tries, so also have
they done with the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit (see 1Corinthians 12:8 – 10) by
“over–spe cial iz ing” them. For ex am ple, some one re ceives a word of knowl edge 
in one of the gath er ings and all of a sud den that per son then be comes the spe cial
one to seek out if we need a word from God. But what if he is not in the meet ing
on the day of our need? Do we just walk away with out hav ing con nected with
the Lord? The truth is that these spir i tual gifts are given to the whole church;
they are for everybody.

Here is how I see that we are to move in the Spirit. Paul says:

For you can all proph esy one by one, so that all may learn and all may be
ex horted. (1Corinthians 14:31)

Pro phetic min is try (which also in cludes words of knowl edge, words of wis dom
as well as in ter pre ta tion of tongues) is for all of us to ex pe ri ence. It is not about
in di vid u als who pro mote them selves/their min is tries and then rep re sent them -
selves as unique among the breth ren. “Oh he/she’s a spe cial ist, let’s seek them
out.” In fact, it is not re ally about them at all; it is about Je sus and His com ing to
have first place in ev ery thing. Gen u ine New Tes ta ment proph ets will have this
goal – to see Christ mi rac u lously re vealed in His body through a di verse yet
hum bly sub mit ted and in te grated peo ple.

I see proph ecy as sim i lar to how a fau cet works with wa ter. Paul says it this way.

But one who proph e sies speaks to men for ed i fi ca tion and ex hor ta tion
and con so la tion. (1Corinthians 14:3)

So how does it work? The Lord will im press a cer tain per son on my heart. So, I
go to them with the pur pose of ed i fy ing, ex hort ing, or con sol ing them. All of us
have done the very same thing at some point in our walk with God. We wanted
to en cour age some one, so we spoke en cour age ment to them. We wanted to con -
sole or ed ify some one, so we did so. For many, with out re al iz ing it, we were ac -
tu ally proph e sy ing to oth ers. It is re ally quite sim ple. Men have com pli cated it.
So, I see proph ecy as wa ter flow ing through a fau cet. I go to ed ify, con sole, or
ex hort some one. I lay my hand on them and I open the fau cet. As I be gin pray -
ing, sud denly from up out of my heart flows the wa ter of life as a word of knowl -
edge, a word of wis dom, a word of faith, or a word of heal ing. It re ally is that
sim ple and we can all do it. We can all proph esy. Such min is try is not for a spe -
cial few; it is for all. In the New Tes ta ment, the gifts of the Holy Spirit are for
everybody.

I am not against ed u ca tion; we all need to learn at the feet of oth ers. But some
peo ple put more trust and con fi dence in their ed u ca tion than in the lead ing of the 
Holy Spirit. Thank God for Saul of Tar sus. This amaz ing man had more de grees
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than a ther mom e ter. He stud ied un der Gamaliel (Acts 22:3), one of Is rael’s
great est teach ers. He wrote in Philippians 3:5 – 6 that he was of the tribe of
Benjamin, a He brew of He brews, a Phar i see, a zeal ous per se cu tor of the
Church, and con cern ing the Law, found blame less. If any body had vi sion, Saul
of Tar sus did. He was go ing to kill any body who had a dif fer ent her me neu tic
and got in his way. In Acts Chap ter 9 he was get ting let ters of au tho ri za tion to
put Chris tians into jail. He was ab so lutely com mit ted to de stroy ing them – un til
he ran into Je sus Christ on the Da mas cus road where the glo ri ous light of God
blinded him. And he heard this voice, “Saul, Saul, why are you per se cut ing
Me?” I am sure that he im me di ately be gan think ing, “Who ever that is, I am sure 
that it is God.” So, he said, “Who are You, Lord?” I’ll bet he thought, “Just
don’t be Je sus.” How do you think he felt when the Lord an swered him that the
One to whom he was talk ing was in fact, Je sus? And the Lord left him blind for
three days be cause He wanted Paul to come to Him, to wait upon Him, and to
hear Him. Hal le lu jah. Paul needed a rev e la tion of Je sus.

And all of his pre vi ous sta tus that he had at tained through ed u ca tion? Saul laid it 
all on the dung heap for the sur pass ing value of know ing Je sus Christ
(Philippians 3:4 – 11). On that Da mas cus road, he had a “col li sion of vi sion”
(Acts 9:1 – 9). The vi sion he had for his own life within Ju da ism was shat tered
when He sud denly be held the heav enly vision of Christ.

Af ter these events, Paul had to go to the back side of the desert and un learn and
then re learn, to work through the im pli ca tions of the col lapse of one vi sion as
an other one from heaven be gan to per me ate his soul. Many to day are hav ing a
sim i lar vi sion col li sion. Many are com ing out of re li gious sys tems where men
func tion at the head and Christ is not be ing re vealed through His body. And
deep down in side, they know that there must be more. In deed, God does have
more for His peo ple than sim ply go ing to a build ing once a week and lis ten ing to 
a ser mon that they never do any thing with. They are be gin ning to re al ize that
there must be more than a sim ple re li gious ex pe ri ence. Some thing in side of
them is churn ing. All be liev ers know that God has more for us than what we
have yet re al ized (Romans 8:23 – 29). In fact, all of cre ation knows that there is
yet more to be re vealed from the work of God among His peo ple (Romans 8:19). 
Where is this aware ness ris ing from? It is the Holy Spirit Him self who is say ing, 
“There is more” (Romans 8:26).

Af ter Paul was healed from be ing blinded and then filled with the Holy Spirit,
he tried to con nect with the Lord’s dis ci ples to tell them he had been wrong and
that they had been right. But they did n’t want any thing to do with him. Even
Ananias, when the Lord told him, “I want you to go to Da mas cus. There is a
man there who’s been blinded. I did it. I want you to go lay hands on him so that
he can re ceive his sight back.” “Oh okay, who is it?” “Saul of Tar sus.” “Uh oh,
time out, Lord. He kills Chris tians and I’m a Chris tian.” But in spite of his fears, 
Ananias was hear ing the Lord ac cu rately. So, he got up, went to Da mas cus, and
changed the world.
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Paul not only re ceived his phys i cal sight when Ananias prayed for him, he was
now also be gin ning to see in a realm that was wholly new to him – it is called the 
realm of the Spirit (Greek, PNEUMATIKOS).

Now con cern ing spir i tual gifts (Greek, PNEUMATIKOS), breth ren, I do
not want you to be un aware (Greek, AGNOEO). (1Corinthians 12:1)

The Greek word AGNOEO means to be ig no rant, to not know. And it is the
same word used con cern ing the realms of both the Spirit and the de monic.

that no ad van tage would be taken of us by Sa tan, for we are not ig no rant
(Greek, AGNOEO) of his schemes. (2Corinthians 2:11)

God wants us to un der stand both how the en emy works as well as how God
works. We must learn the realm of the Holy Spirit that God has im mersed us
into. In 1Corinthians 12, Paul lists the gifts of the Spirit and how the body of
Christ is to func tion. Then in 1Corinthians 13, he gives us the proper mo tive for
how we are to func tion – love. But in Chap ter 14:1, he sums up his thoughts
when he says,

Pur sue love, yet de sire ear nestly spir i  tual gif ts… (Greek,
PNEUMATIKOS)

De sire the realm of the Spirit. In the orig i nal Greek, the word “gifts” is not there. 
The trans la tors added it into the sen tence be cause they thought it would clar ify
Paul’s think ing. But when they did so, some thing got lost. Paul was talk ing not
only about spe cific gifts of the Spirit, but that we are to de sire to be in the realm
of the Spirit. Why? Be cause it is, “in Him we live and move and have our be ing” 
(Acts 17:28 NKJV).

Con sider Je sus when He stood be fore Pi late. Pi late asked Him, “Are You the
King of the Jews?” (John 18:33). And Je sus an swered, “Are you say ing this on
your own ini tia tive, or did oth ers tell you about Me?” (John 18:34). Pi late re -
sponded, “Your own na tion and the chief priests de liv ered You to me; what have
You done?” (John 18:35). No tice Je sus’ re sponse. “My king dom is not of this
world. If My king dom were of this world, then My ser vants would be fight ing so
that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My king dom is not of
this realm.” (John 18:36).

Christ’s king dom is from heaven and we are now cit i zens in that king dom. As a
re sult, though we are still in this world, we are not of it; we are born of God. Af -
ter Je sus died and rose from the dead, He ac tu ally walked through closed doors
and yet also par took of food with His dis ci ples (Luke 24:36 – 43). And they
were stunned as they in ter acted with Him. So also, when we die, the world and
the things of this world will pass away and we will be with Him in that other
realm (Ec cle si as tes 12:7 – 8). But God is call ing us to taste of that realm now, to
par tic i pate in the power and wis dom of that realm now, to lay aside our ten dency 
to pri or i tize the is sues of this life, and to hun ger for the realm of the Spirit.
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We Are Only Fools in the Eyes of This World
For con sider your call ing, breth ren, that there were not many wise ac -
cord ing to the flesh, not many mighty, not many no ble; but God has cho -
sen the fool ish things of the world to shame the wise… (1Corinthians
1:26 – 27)

If you want to know what the fool ish things of this world look like, look in the
mir ror. He has cho sen us – we who are fool ish and weak, in or der to shame the
strong and mighty.

and God has cho sen the weak things of the world to shame the things
which are strong and the base things of the world and the de spised God
has cho sen, the things that are not, so that He may nul lify the things that
are, so that no man may boast be fore God. But by His do ing you are in
Christ Je sus, who be came to us wis dom from God, and righ teous ness and 
sanc ti fi ca tion, and re demp tion, so that, just as it is writ ten, “LET HIM
WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.” (1Corinthians 1:27 – 31)

It re ally is all about Je sus. It is not about us, or our gifts, or our min is tries, or our
ed u ca tion. Heaven’s fo cus, the fo cus of the en tire realm of the Spirit is sim ply
Je sus. And all of hu man his tory is head ing to ward this ul ti mate goal, that this
One, “the first born from the dead, …will come to have first place in ev ery thing”
(Colossians 1:18).

but just as it is writ ten, “THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND
EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND WHICH HAVE NOT ENTERED THE
HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE
WHO LOVE HIM.” For to us God re vealed them through the Spirit; for
the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. For who among
men knows the thoughts of a man ex cept the spirit of the man which is in
him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows ex cept the Spirit of God.
Now we have re ceived, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is
from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God,
(1Corinthians 2:9 – 12)

God wants us to know the depths of His heart and the wealth of heaven that His
Spirit/His pres ence has freely brought to us. This is what Paul re al ized. In the
very next verse, he went on to say that those things which the Spirit had re vealed 
to him were what he spoke about (1Corinthians 2:13). His gos pel set men free
be cause its source was heaven. The chal lenge now falls to us. We too must lis -
ten, dis cern, and then speak of the spir i tual riches freely given to us by God.

No hu man eye has seen nor has any hu man ear heard the depths of the heart of
God. Yet, God re veals them. Do you want to know what God has freely given to
you? Then ask, seek, and knock.

Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will
be opened to you. For ev ery one who asks re ceives, and he who seeks
finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. (Mat thew 7:7 – 8)
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But of ten when we have asked the Lord about some thing for a cou ple of times
and noth ing seems to be hap pen ing, we tend to quit. How ever, the Lord wants to
en cour age us, “You have need of en dur ance. Learn how to per se vere by find ing
Me there with you in the cir cum stance.” In fact, the Greek could be more lit er -
ally trans lated as, “Ask, and keep on ask ing; seek, and keep on seek ing; knock,
and keep on knock ing.”

The Holy Spirit

The Spirit has been given to us so that we might know all the things freely given
to us by God (1Corinthians 2:12). God’s di vine or der is not that one highly
gifted per son has mas sive in sight into the wealth of heaven and ev ery one else
has to re ceive it from them. No. God calls us all to know the things He has freely 
given to us. His strat egy is not to give in sight sim ply to a se lect few and then
they dic tate to ev ery body else what He is say ing. That is how the Old Tes ta ment
worked. In the New Tes ta ment, He has poured out His pres ence in all of us. And
when He speaks in our midst, we all bear wit ness to what He is say ing and do -
ing.

For ex am ple, when the proph ets and teach ers in the church at Antioch were min -
is ter ing to the Lord and fast ing, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for Me Bar na -
bas and Saul for the work to which I have called them” (Acts 13:2). Scrip ture
does not say who ac tu ally gave that pro phetic word. But it seems that the whole
church re sponded with fast ing and prayer, and then laid their hands on them and
then “sent them away”. The Greek word (APOLUO) ac tu ally means they re -
leased them. To be clear, it was not an in di vid ual leader who made this de ci sion
nor was it an or ga ni za tional com mit tee that im ple mented it. The next verse says,
“So, be ing sent out by the Holy Spirit…” (Acts 13:4). In ter est ingly, the Greek
word here for “be ing sent out” is (EKPEMPO) mean ing to “send forth.” So, the
peo ple of God re leased the men that the Holy Spirit was send ing on His mis sion. 
But through it all, it was the Holy Spirit op er at ing in and through His peo ple that 
re sulted in this stra te gic ap os tolic mis sion.

What we see in this event was the whole church be ing ap os tolic and pro phetic.
All were in volved in hear ing the Lord, bear ing wit ness with what He was say -
ing, and then re leas ing into stra te gic min is try those whom the Lord was send -
ing. The mis sion field would then be the prov ing grounds for whether Paul and
Bar na bas were ac tu ally apos tles or not. And when they re turned from their jour -
ney, they as sem bled the whole church and then gave an ac count of the work that
they had ac com plished (Acts 14:26 – 28). No tice that they did not re port to a
com mit tee. These men were not part of an or ga ni za tion. They did not func tion
ac cord ing to some of fi cial ti tles that they held. They were sim ply men filled
with the Holy Spirit walk ing to gether with many oth ers who were also filled
with the Spirit who had rec og nized the work of God in them. They had been sent 
by the Holy Spirit, they were led while on their jour ney by the Holy Spirit, and
they re turned to give an ac count for what He had accomplished through them.
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which things we also speak, not in words taught by hu man wis dom, but in
those taught by the Spirit, com bin ing spir i tual thoughts with spir i tual
words. But a nat u ral man does not ac cept the things of the Spirit of God,
for they are fool ish ness to him; and he can not un der stand them, be cause
they are spir i tu ally ap praised. But he who is spir i tual ap praises all
things, yet he him self is ap praised by no one. For WHO HAS KNOWN
THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we
have the mind of Christ. (1Corinthians 2:13 – 16)

Think about it: Noah looked fool ish build ing an ark where there had been no
rain; Sa rah looked fool ish be liev ing that she would con ceive at the age of
ninety; Mo ses looked fool ish ask ing Pha raoh to let his slaves go free; the Is ra el -
ite army looked fool ish march ing around Je ri cho while blow ing trum pets; Da -
vid looked fool ish at tack ing Go li ath with a sling shot; the wisemen looked
fool ish fol low ing a star; Pe ter looked fool ish step ping out of a boat in the mid dle 
of a storm; and Je sus looked fool ish hanging half naked on a cross.

But look at the re sults. Noah and his fam ily stayed afloat dur ing a mas sive and
de struc tive flood; Sa rah gave birth to Isaac; Mo ses de liv ered Is rael out of
Egypt; the walls of Je ri cho came tum bling down; Da vid de feated Go li ath; the
wisemen found the Mes siah; Pe ter walked on water; and Je sus rose from the
dead.

And I, breth ren, could not speak to you as to spir i tual men, but as to men
of flesh, as to in fants in Christ. I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for 
you were not yet able to re ceive it. In deed, even now you are not yet able,
for you are still fleshly. For since there is jeal ousy and strife among you,
are you not fleshly, and are you not walk ing like mere men? For when
one says, “I am of Paul,” and an other, “I am of Apollos,” are you not
mere men? What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Ser vants through
whom you be lieved, even as the Lord gave op por tu nity to each one. I
planted, Apollos wa tered, but God was caus ing the growth. So then nei -
ther the one who plants nor the one who wa ters is any thing, but God who
causes the growth. (1Corinthians 3:1 – 7)

Some times we strug gle with these verses. Those who plant and wa ter are noth -
ing? Yes. When it co mes to mak ing things grow in God’s king dom, we are to -
tally de pend ent on Him. And our ten dency is that if we do not walk in har mony
with the Holy Spirit, we will align our selves with men – just like the Co rin thi ans 
had. We will want to fol low some body who sounds like they have it all to gether
and who seems quite suc cess ful in Chris tian min is try. Then we can say, “Yeah,
that’s us. We’re with him.” But that is n’t us! We are sim ply who we are. When
we look in the mir ror, what do we see? Not many wise, not many mighty, not
many no ble, but a peo ple weak and fool ish in our selves, a peo ple made from the
dust of the ground yet filled with the Holy Spirit. God’s way of ac com plish ing
His pur pose us ing the peo ple that He has cho sen to work with will have the re -
sult of Him get ting the glory.
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Now he who plants and he who wa ters are one; but each will re ceive his
own re ward ac cord ing to his own la bor. For we are God’s fel low work -
ers; you are God’s field, God’s build ing. Ac cord ing to the grace of God
which was given to me, like a wise mas ter builder I laid a foun da tion, and 
an other is build ing on it. But each man must be care ful how he builds on
it. For no man can lay a foun da tion other than the one which is laid,
which is Je sus Christ. (1Corinthians 3:8 – 11)

Paul was well versed in laws and rules. He had tried re li gious de vo tion and le -
gal is tic ac tiv i ties. But noth ing worked. How ever, when he em braced what he
was most afraid of – the per son of Je sus Christ, the Lord came into his life and
changed him from the in side out. Again, af ter meet ing Him, he had to un learn
and then re learn. But as he did so, he be came pow er ful in the Spirit. When he
then went to min is ter at Cor inth, he did n’t go there with per sua sive words but in
dem on stra tion of the Spirit and of power so that their faith would not rest on
man’s wis dom but on the power of God (1Corinthians 2:3 – 4).

A New Tes ta ment Prophet’s pri mary ser vice to the Body of Christ is to equip
men and women to live their lives on the foun da tion of Je sus Christ – to learn to
hear Him. And then once they have equipped peo ple through in struc tion and
then through prac tice in learn ing to hear His voice, the peo ple can then build
upon that foun da tion by liv ing a life of in ti mate re sponse to what He is say ing.
No tice Jesus’ own words.

Why do you call Me, “Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say? Ev ery one
who co mes to Me and hears My words and acts on them, I will show you
whom he is like: he is like a man build ing a house, who dug deep and laid
a foun da tion on the rock; and when a flood oc curred, the tor rent burst
against that house and could not shake it, be cause it had been well built.
But the one who has heard and has not acted ac cord ingly, is like a man
who built a house on the ground with out any foun da tion; and the tor rent
burst against it and im me di ately it col lapsed, and the ruin of that house
was great. (Luke 6:46 – 49)

My friend Mike Wors ley was a min is ter for 30 years. He knew that he was called 
to be a prophet but lead ers in the var i ous churches where he had served lim ited
him in what he could say or do. He knew that God was call ing His peo ple to
come into in ti macy with Him self, so Mike preached and proph e sied words that
God gave him on that theme reg u larly. But it be gan to dawn on him that the peo -
ple did not know how to ac tu ally get on the foun da tion and then live there. And
he was not sure how to equip them to do so. Then, like Saul of Tar sus, he ran into 
Je sus Christ. That ex pe ri ence lit er ally set him free, and he now func tions in a
free dom that he had pre vi ously only dreamed about. He now sees God’s strat egy 
of equip ping folks to get on the foun da tion and to hear from the Lord for them -
selves. Once they are es tab lished on the foun da tion, they no lon ger have to rely
on him to know what the Spirit is say ing.  Es tab lish ing peo ple on Christ has re -
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leased Mike to be all that God has called him to be as well as those he has been
train ing to be all that God has called them to be.

Con clu sion

There is no foun da tion other than Je sus. Are you build ing your life on an in ti -
mate re la tion ship with Him?

There fore be care ful how you walk, not as un wise men but as wise, mak -
ing the most of your time, be cause the days are evil. So then do not be
fool ish, but un der stand what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk
with wine, for that is dis si pa tion, but be filled with the Spirit, speak ing to
one an other in psalms and hymns and spir i tual songs, sing ing and mak -
ing mel ody with your heart to the Lord; al ways giv ing thanks for all
things in the name of our Lord Je sus Christ to God, even the Fa ther; and
be sub ject to one an other in the fear of Christ. (Ephe sians 5:15 – 21)

We must re al ize that we are in a great spir i tual bat tle.

For our strug gle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rul ers,
against the pow ers, against the world forces of this dark ness, against the
spir i tual forces of wick ed ness in the heav enly places. (Ephe sians 6:12)

We are in a bat tle span ning the ages of time. One main op po nent we face is the
re li gious spirit. It was the re li gious spirit that stirred men to re ject Je sus and then 
to cry out for His cru ci fix ion. It was the re li gious spirit that killed the apos tles.
And it was the re li gious spirit that stirred up men to throw Paul in jail. The spir i -
tual con flict we are in to day can be seen in Paul’s words to the Galatians. The
en emy was draw ing them to ward a re li gious le gal ism and the apos tle chal lenged 
them to re ject that di rec tion and to yield to the Holy Spirit and be led by Him
(Galatians 3:1 – 5). To drive his point home, he drew their at ten tion to the Scrip -
tures –?spe cif i cally, the story about Abra ham, Ishmael, and Isaac (Galatians
4:19 – 31). Ishmael, the son born ac cord ing to the flesh per se cuted Isaac, the one 
born ac cord ing to the Spirit. What the Galatians needed to see was that they
were ex pe ri enc ing the same con flict that Isaac had. And as it was then, so it is
now. The re li gious spirit will always persecute those who desire to be free.

If you be lieve that God has called you to be a prophet, please rec og nize that if
the en emy can not keep you bound to some par tic u lar sin, then he will try to get
you bound to a re li gious sys tem. His pur pose will be to ei ther par a lyze you from
func tion ing or to mis di rect you in your func tion ing into be ing de fined by a sys -
tem. Then as you suc ceed to some de gree be fore oth ers there, the re sult could
very well be that you be come some thing other than what God in tended. The
ques tion then be comes, “How do you un veil the foun da tion of Christ so that He
be comes cen tral not only in in di vid ual lives but also in the cor po rate func tion -
ing of the church?” The very sys tem it self will mil i tate against such a re sult.
Then the pres sure to com pro mise can be come very real. Spir i tu ally gifted
proph ets who have been af fected by a re li gious sys tem must be gin to tran si tion
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to be ing proph ets of Christ, with no agenda but Him. Such a change can be
costly, as my friend Mike has dis cov ered.

All of us to day are fac ing some de gree of in ter nal strug gle. While the world sys -
tem is shak ing and crum bling, and at the same time throw ing at us pres sure to
con form, to “get with the pro gram,” at the same time, many in the Church of
Christ are fac ing a very sim i lar pres sure to con form. But the Church should be
the last place where we have to face such an ex ter nal con trol ling pressure.

At the same time, there must be ac count abil ity. Proph ets must walk in sub mit ted 
and ac count able re la tion ships with other five-fold min is tries/el ders at the lo cal
church level. There they can walk out the im pli ca tions of Christ’s head ship as it
is re vealed in the midst of di ver sity. God’s strat egy is that sub mit ted hearts
would learn how to yield to each other so that the One who is both greater than
each one and also greater than all com bined can be made known through God’s
mir a cle – a cor po rate body re veal ing one mind, even the mind of Christ. Proph -
ets must make this tran si tion or they will con tinue to func tion like Old Tes ta -
ment proph ets in a New Tes ta ment era. But as they sub mit to the Lord in these
things, they will dis cover who they are within the pa ram e ters of the ap os tolic
vision laid out in the New Testament.

Keep in mind that God wants to re veal who He is in us and also who we are in
Him. And the last thing the en emy wants is for us to know who we are in Christ.
Again, God’s strat egy is not to sim ply fill our heads with knowl edge but to grant 
us clear un der stand ing of who we are and what our equip ping ser vice to the
body of Christ is. And the clearer we see, the greater free dom we will find.

In or der to be free, you must, “trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not
lean on your own un der stand ing. In all your ways ac knowl edge Him, and He
will make your paths straight” (Prov erbs 3:5 – 6).

Once free, Paul wrote con cern ing the gos pel,

of which I was made a min is ter (Greek, DIAKONOS – a ser vant, a
waiter), ac cord ing to the gift of God’s grace which was given to me ac -
cord ing to the work ing of His power. To me, the very least of all saints,
this grace was given, to preach to the Gen tiles the un fath om able riches of 
Christ, and to bring to light what is the ad min is tra tion of the mys tery
which for ages has been hid den in God who cre ated all things; so that the
man i fold wis dom of God might now be made known through the church
to the rul ers and the au thor i ties in the heav enly places. This was in ac -
cor dance with the eter nal pur pose which He car ried out in Christ Je sus
our Lord. (Ephe sians 3:7 – 11)

Je sus wants to make a proc la ma tion of His man i fold wis dom through His
Church, through the likes of you and me. In other words, the body of Christ must 
be come more than a theo log i cal idea. We must be come a liv ing dem on stra tion
of what God says we are – a liv ing body ex press ing one mind. We have coined
the term “body-ness” to de scribe when it is work ing, when many are all func -
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tion ing to gether as one. It is truly mi rac u lous and only God can pro duce it. But it 
is the goal to which He is bring ing His peo ple. Some in lead er ship are con cerned 
about los ing con trol of what oc curs in the gath er ings. But we know that if we all
re main hum ble, and if we keep our hearts right, the love of God will con trol us.
And He will teach us. Re mem ber, He in tends to make His wis dom known
through His Church, not just through cer tain gifted lead ers/proph ets/apos tles.
Paul talks about such free dom in the Holy Spirit in 1Corinthians Chap ter 14 but
then con cludes in verse 40 with the words, “But all things must be done prop -
erly and in an or derly man ner.”

Free dom and Or der. God wants His peo ple to ex pe ri ence both. And both are
needed for proper un der stand ing of His work among us. When Christ is more re -
vealed among us as the foun da tion for both our in di vid ual and cor po rate lives,
we will be able to see our way forward.

For this rea son also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to
pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowl edge of His
will in all spir i tual wis dom and un der stand ing, so that you will walk in a
man ner wor thy of the Lord, to please Him in all re spects, bear ing fruit in
ev ery good work and in creas ing in the knowl edge of God; strength ened
with all power, ac cord ing to His glo ri ous might, for the at tain ing of all
stead fast ness and pa tience; joy ously giv ing thanks to the Fa ther, who has 
qual i fied us to share in the in her i tance of the saints in Light. For He res -
cued us from the do main of dark ness, and trans ferred us to the king dom
of His be loved Son, in whom we have re demp tion, the for give ness of sins.
(Colossians1:9 – 14)
Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wis dom teach ing
and ad mon ish ing one an other with psalms and hymns and spir i tual
songs, sing ing with thank ful ness in your hearts to God. (Colossians 3:16)

Man tends to build in God’s house with bricks (con for mity and uni for mity);
God builds with liv ing stones (unique di ver sity with each one per son ally fash -
ioned by His hand yet in te grated with oth ers in con nected ac count abil ity).

When Je sus died, the veil of the Tem ple was rent. We now no lon ger need some -
body to go in be fore God in our place; we can all en ter boldly into the very pres -
ence of God to re ceive His mercy and find the grace we need to help us in our
times of need. Boldly! Not ar ro gantly, but con fi dently, ev ery day. All the time.
(1Peter 2:4 – 5)

Re mem ber the word that I said to you, “A slave is not greater than his
mas ter. If they per se cuted Me, they will also per se cute you; if they kept
My word, they will keep yours also. But all these things they will do to you 
for My name’s sake, be cause they do not know the One who sent Me.”
(John 15:20 – 21)

In re cent years, God has been shak ing the na tions and ex pos ing the hearts of
men (Haggai 2:7). It is a time of up heaval. If ever there was a time for the
Church to come into her God–de signed and God–pur posed call ing, it is now. We 
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sim ply must cry out for the Lord Je sus to arise in His glory in our midst. How we 
need Him to be for us the sta bil ity of our times (Isa iah 33:6). In see ing Him in
His right ful place among us, we will see how the body is to func tion and, spe cif -
i cally how the proph ets and other min is tries are to serve so that He can bring us,
“to a ma ture man, to the mea sure of the stat ure which be longs to the full ness of
Christ” (Ephe sians 4:13). Amen.

Con tact In for ma tion:    Owen Carey .  owencarey@aol.com
        New Tes ta ment Chris tian Fel low ship
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